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And more deſerving Freind , 
M* Thomas Damnxmrares. 


: Mach Hemured Sir, 


I Have in part preſumed to xtempt the try- 
all of your patience, by preſenting you, and 
| making mention of your name in ſo means 
| Treatiſe , ic being the uſuall way of preſen-ing 


ER A 3; books 
«| ay 


b 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


books to adorne them with an eloquent dreſs 
of language, yet ſeeing my aime was rather to 
ſearch - out the true meaning of the ſpirit of 
God, then to del:ght the ear of the Reader , 


with the glittering notions of mens penuriouſ- 


neſs, thoſe being ſufficiently handled , as ma- 
pictly may be ſeen by the more curious and 
earned Authors, ſo that I hope,dear Sir, I may 


the berter be excuſed in this my bold intruſt- 


on , I obſerving a word or two repeated for- 


merly to me, being aſchool-boy (1 nor far ex- 
ceeding rhe years of it yet ) my Maſter told 
me the my to repay former Obligations, was 
£9 acknow 

| moral ;coſon informing me of the deexneſs of 
my engagement unto you for all your former 
favours, 1 having nothing more worthy to 
preſent you withall , then the badge of ac- 
knowledgment, which is but a vulger price for 
ſo free and full a benevolence 3 therefore I 
muſt needs reſt my ſelf upon your judicious 
ſenſure, acknowled- ing thar it is not the way 


ro repay any former Obligation with a preſent 


int-ufgon,yer dear Sir, in reſpec of my preſent 
w:1gh:1ng my mind, aſſured me\thar I could no 
better way, come nearer the acknowledoment 
ef both, then in Dedicating this ſmall Volume 


unro 


eds my felf willing, inſomuch that 


WE 
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The Ep:fiie Dedreatiry, 


unto. YOu , winch choush re be not WO y of 
your patroniſing , as in refpeR of the Yulgat 
| neſs of its dreſs, yer it may diſcover to all 
z men my.acknowledoment of my unſufficiency 
- | to tepay your former favours, and my willing+ 
- neſsto do it, confiding in this,that thoſe racts 
4 onall expreſſions flowing from the ſcituation 
y of your more noble mie , Will nor deny me 
- excuſed, in which hope I ſhall defire your mo-+ 
- derateſenſure of what is within it recorded , 
- and ig thoſe things char may any waies ſeen 
| 

$ 

f 


ebſiructive to rhoſe rarities concealed within 
your breaſt , knowing chat poſhbly their may 
not be ſofu}l ap oppoſition in our meaning as 
may at firſt;he apprehended by our words, 
- yer if there ſhould be any abſolute Contras 
> dition between ſome of my exprefhians and 
your derermined'deyeneratjons., yet:1 hope;; 
there is ſomthing that, may ſeem pertinent £6 
the matter of 2 Chriſtians verification, ig .that 
if I appear.like rhe pricks. of a, Thiſtle jn;ſome 
things, yer if I may recaine that, vertupus flok 
wer.of ſuſtenance for the Bee in,others, 1 thalh 
think my ſelf well payd, , and my tbour nob 
 alrogether ſpent in vaine z, for it cannorbe ex-; 
peed by me that I ſhould. pleaſe the Fncy; 

\ ofmen in emtering upon ſo deep and c+n- 
 & Wo cealed 


| | 


| 
eled a_marter' to moi mens apprehenfiong, | 
avd.:.p2r hav ng the approve..1ent of any one. 
Man, 2 cncourage mt of their well-liking of 
It , by .ceaſon that no one hath diſcovered-any | 
zbing terding to ty. ex; licaticonu; onthe ar- | 
ter Þ) me took inhand as ever read of , nei- 
the: doth there remain any doubt - within my | 
breaſt of the truth of what 1 'bave written, - fo. 
thar 1 h-v'nga peifet freedome in my ſpit, 
I ſhall-not value the ſenſures of the envious, 
bur ſhall rarher defire your favours excuſe for. - 
n'entioving your name 1n it. aſſuring you that: 
It was not through an: preſumpcion: or ſelf- 
 conceitedneſs of my ability co repay your ma- 
ny obleiging curtefies,, tur to-rely upon you 
mm the acknowledgment of them , your work 
and deſert in all. things , being truly known to: 
the Lord, who alone is able ro give. a definiti- 
en of them ro the full, under,whoſe proreai- 
on, there 15 nor only peace, bur fafery alſo., 
thus I ſhall intreat you to paſs by. thoſe things 
that way ſeem oppoſite to. your apprehenſi- 
on, ;with a dubious ſenſure., imagining that 
there may be a truth in them z- thuugh not by 
you apprehended at that time, my confidence. 
being ſuch,that y ou will among the reſt of his 
SO intruſions, 


| The Epiftle Dedieater of 


The £piftle Dedieaery, 


merufions, admic this a -7y » Whois aready in 
love and humility ofmind, 


At jour Hor hins command, to [\ erve 
you ro the fol of mp power. 


THOMAS WATS ON. 
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EPISTLE 


READER 


Courtious and Chriſtian Reader : 


Having met with a ſecond opportunity to 
preſent thee with ſomching more thenI in- 
rended to preſent thee withall, yet a while 
at my laſt ſolicit , my mind beine drawn forth 
ore ſwiftly then I did or could then expe& 
To ſhew thee the Epitome of the latter times, 
| | | and 


3 


Te the Reader. 


and how all men ought to be wary of the de- 
lufions of that wicked enemie of man-kind , 
who goeth lucking about in the likeneſs of an 
Angel of light, ſeeking whom he may devour, 
Cloathing h1mielf with Religious ſhews, ro 
devour and incice the ignorant , to follow on 
ro envy, hatred, debate, injuſtice, and perſe- 
cution , that the Scriptures may be fultilled , 
that a mans enenty ſhall be them of his own 
Houſhold ; beloved freinds , when che De« 
vil doth ſo much grow predominant in the 
world, as todraw the third part of the Stars 
after him , then may you expe the tim2 of 
Chriſts coming draws nigh , and therefore ler 
me increat you Hot to put away the evil day 
far. from you, expeing El:as to come when 
John is a Preaching , or a Savior to come forth 
of ]#Jea, ſeeing we have a Nazerite born, 
chere is eminent tokens enough that the trees 
begin ro bud , we may expect a Summer ſud- 
denly ; therefore let us prepare our harveſt 
coals ready , that our Corn be nor blaſted be- 
fore our Sickles be ready, for when the Sun 
ariſeth, it muſt preſently be cur , euther ripe,. 
dead , or green, our waiting 1s but for the 
Husband-man , whoſe meſſengers a:e already 


come , O let us not delay his buſineſs » bur 


ow 


'To the Reader. 
et oyle in our Lamps, that we may ſee to 
walk along with him ac what hour ſoever he 
ſhall appear, for. the good man of the houſe. 
knoweth not at what hour the b:eaker open of 
tis houſe will come , therefore he mult keep 
continuall watch, or elſe Looſe his Jewell, this 
15enough to informe thee that thon oughreſt 
to take heed to thy wayes, leſt he come and 
find thee idle , as indeed 1 fea: roo many of 
the Sheepheards -are , who rather bring rhe 
pleaſures of men to feed the Sheep withall , 
rhen the true nouriſhing neat of the word of 
God ; let them look ro themſelves , they 
know that they muft. give an account before 
the juſt God , where all rhings will be made - 
manifeſt ; therefore, ſeeing our time drawerh 
nigh, let us run the race of love with circum- 
ſpe&neſs, that we may attaine to the true 
meaſure of conrent,and ro build up our minds 
in the nzw fersſalem as Babes , born truly by 
rhe ſpirituall word ; this is the new birth of 
fan&tification, juttificacion, purification, they 
all meer in this work of being born anew: of 
being bapciſed anew wich the Holy Ghoſt, and 
with fire, not with the work of man, bur the 
power ofGod,nnt in the exterior way of mars 
device, but in the eternall word, not in the 


rudiments 


'*To the Reader, 


rudiments of men, but in the true ordinance, 
noc' inthe waies of tin and darkneſs, but in pu- 
rity and true holineſs , and herein will you 
ſoon diſcern the Birch, it he becruly bapriſed, 
he will undergoe the bapriſme of ſufterins , as 
well as thebapriime of purging , for if he can- 
nor undergoe the cone, he1s not truly enrich-' 
ed with the other 3 1 know not what he may 
be, but rhis aflure your ſelf of, that the Croſs 
1s the fo.erunner of the Crown, perſecution of 
deliverance , mourning of joy , darknzſs of 
light, a ſeeming wirhdrawing of God, of the 
greater diſcovering of himſelf, if we keep 
clooie ro h'm in truth , in Righteouſneſs, in 
pu ity; in love, and forgiveneſs , for here it is 
thit God dwelleth withmen , and makerh his 
Tabernacle with us, and herein is it that he be- 
c*mes one with us 1n his Son, even to com- 
plear our union, & to cauſe us to perſevere in 
the building up of our brethren , manifeſting 
unto others what he hath done for us, by doing 
the fame umo ourbrethren, then ſhall our 
light break fourth as the noon-day , and out 
ofory as bright as the Sunſhin, where we ſhall 
una 1nouſlySing all praiſes he to thee O God; 
for thou art worthy , thou canſt open the gates 
of Righteouſneſs, fer thy people to _—y 

| a cnar 


To the" Reader )  * 


that they may conquer thoſe Rampant enimies | 
even death and Hell , & bind them as Captives 
by thee in thy irength, & in thy power herein 
is it rhat thy people ſhall be made a willing 
people in the day when thou _ there 
captive, and they ſhall goe forth Conquering 
ro Conquer by the ſword of the ſpirit , in 
meexneſs and long ſufferiug, bearing the but- 
thens of injuſtice patiently, in purity, ſuffer- 


+. ing, yet notdefeating, petſecured, yer they 


bleſs , dejefted, yet they love, and exhort, 
reprove, inſtru, 1atreat y repaying all thoſe 
as freely as if they had never offended them , 
and herein have they a Conqueſt that no man 
can overturn , and there 1s no Conqueſt that 
is greater in this life, only co chuſe to ſuffer 
for Conſcience ſake , rather then to deny the 
truth in any one perticular , eicher in word or 
deed, knowing that the leaſt of them is a creat 
offence before God , 'it dares not offend', 
itdefires not to teach others to offend by its 
offending, but rather to walk ftrialy and cloſly, 
knowing that otherwiſe they become breakers 
of the Commands of Chrut , who tells them 
. that whoſoever breakera one of the leaſt 
 Commandements, and teacheth men ſo to do, 
5 worthy of Hell fire, therefore they dare 
| not. 


To the Reader. 


; not offend , but keep cloſe-to the Lordin all 

chings, ſuffering all chings.,, bearing all rhings 
"in humility anderuch , not in the height and 
' pride of their ſpirit ro reje& and ſcorne by 
ſeeking revenge , this is nor the way of. a 
Chriſtian. 

Thus I ſhall leave it co your more ſerious 
view » not expecting bur you will meet with 
very many obje&ions in my following diſ- 
- courſe, yer let me indear thee ſo much as not 
ro ſenſure any thing raſhly that may ſeem 
difficulc' co. thy apprehenſion ,. but take a few 
mere hours confideration before chou render 
eſt in thy verdi&yleſt thou pronounce me gvil- 
ty, wherein I am guilcleſs, and fo condemn thy 
ſelf, yer knowing the ſame _—— would 
have ſeemed ſomwhat ſtrange To me not many 
Lan fimce, but Chriſt having unſealed the 

ook unto me by tryalls and temptations, hath 
ſealed that ro me, in which I ſhall rejoyce 
with juſt cauſe of Joy. 


Tn Os 
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Age 12. line 24. read that the Gent: ry, 
for that Gentiles: page 22. line 24. rh 
thy Brethren, for thy burthen: p. 23.1. 26,. 
read we lic liable, for will lie liable: p.36- 
i. 19. read third ma ner for 3 maner : þ. 40. 
E. 21. read frequenting fo freindnting : p. 68. 
7. 26. read #::enfible fo we y (enſfible + v. $4. 
f. x F reai not forgotten thee for net forgotten 
ther : p. $2.01, 18, road JAMS for Sat. 
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In its SUFFERINGS. 


REVEL. 1. 3. 


And I will grve power unto my two Witneſſ es, 
and they ſhall Propheſie a thouſand two hun- 
dred and threeſcore days clothed in ſackeloth, 


] hath been the ſtudy of moſt, if not all, che 


judicious learned Divines in Chriſtendom, 


tro ſearch out the true meaning of this 


propherical Divine, in theſe his manifeſta- 
tions, upon, Or in this ſmall recorded volumn 
of his Revelations, and yer till nere remainerh 
a diſlatisfa&tion ſeemingly within their breaſts; 
Whecher to fit down ſatisfied wita what they 
conclude of it, to bz the crue meaning of theſe 
his myſterious and hidden expreſſions, or not 3 


B amoneſt 


(2) 


amongſt whom; my mind being atrafted and | 


dfawn forth with ſuch fervency of zeal, to caſt 


in my ſmall mice of knowledge, in theſe my | 
forementioned words, into your more rare & | 


refined treaſuries, the which I (ball infift upon 
under theſe 6 perticular heads. 

1. Who it is that propheſied here of the 
e1ving of power. 


2. Who ir is that he propheſied of that 


{ball grve this power. 

3. Unto whem this power (hall be given. 

4. For what end this power ſhall be given. 

5. For how long time this power ſhall 
continue with thoſe ro whom it is or ſhall be 
otven. | 

. 6. Andlaſtly, The manner of their deport- 
went -in the time of their being endued with 
the power that is here mademention of. 

I ſhall nor Rand long upon the rehearſal of 
theſe two firft perticulars, it being ſo plainly 
inflanced in that r. chapter of the Revelations 
and the 1. verſe, T he Revelation of Jeſns 
C hrift, which he ſent and pgmified unto his [er- 
vant John : So likewiſe the 9. verſe of that 1. 


chapter, I Jokn your Brother for the word of 


God, who became a Witneſs of the teſtimony 
of jeſus Chriſt, ard a revealer of theſe hidden 

&rers unto us, or to all thoſe that ſhall be- 
come &elirers of the true bread, that they may 
| come 


he 


i i. oye Fug 


ER. ACC RT 


(3) | 


come £0 be ſatisfied even as he was ſatisfied; 


that it is below that Imperial Spirit or under- 
Aanding in its purity, to take up its reft nthe 


deftructive transa&tions of man, bur in rhe true 


center of preſervation and life. peers 
2. Who it is thar ſhall become the giver of 
this power, or that. is here mentioned in theſe 


words, 4nd [ will give power. Concerning tnis 


you have 1t inftanced in; Revel. r. 11, I am Al- 
pha and Omega, the firſt andthe laſt 3 this is 
that Powerful and unconfinable oneneſs thar 


ſenc this Divine to the ſeven Churches, to 
reveal unto them what things ſhould come co 


palle in che following generations, and alſo ro 
inform them of rheir preſent condition, how 
far rhey had obeyed and kept the truth. I ſay , 
this is that I that will give power, Revel. 1.18. 
char 1s, he that was dead bur is alive, and behold 
1 ans alive for evermore. Chriſt doth not only 
cell Joh that hs is alive, but he bids him behold 
It, and alſo that he ſhall live for evermore, to 
perfe&t whatever he hath promiſed to do for 
us. | er oe Th 
- 3. Unto whom it ts that this power ſhall be 
given, Concerning this you have it exprefled in 
cheſe words, ] will give power munto my two 
witneſſes 3 It hath been in diſpenſe amongſt 
boch Clergy and lay-men many Ages , concer- 
ning whom theſe tyo Wittnefles ſhould fgni- 

B 3 he, 


(4) 

fie, and at what time they ſhould be flain ? 
Some concluding thar they have been {lain a 
long time fince, and others concluding that a 
latter Age hath bereaved them of their Lives , 
rhe one part concluding that ſuch and ſuch a 
man may be, or muſt be one , aad the others a 
contrary 3 And ſome agatn 1magine that they 
are not yet {lain , bur it 1s generally concluded 
by moſt men, that it is two men that are the 
Genificant Witneſſes , that are or muſt be 
ſlain. 

But before we proceed to ſtate any thine 
abſolute in ſo weighty an undeRaking , ler us 
paraphraſe a little upon theſe words, they are 
ſaid to be the rwo Olive Trees , and the two 
Candleſticks Randing before the God of the 
Earth 3 and if any man will hurt them, fire pro- 
ceedeth out of their Mouths and devoureth 
their enemies ; 1n this manner muſt the hurters 
of-rhem be killed; and this I think not any one 
can witneſs concerning any one man that ever 
yet Cied , unleſs it be proved of Chriſt , who 
was ſlain along time before this Prophefie was 


Prophefied of, therefore it cannot be ſaid to be 


tim; And further they are to bear witneſs 
of him, ſo that he cannot give power unto 

nimſelf. 
But before we proceed any further, let us 
confider whar theſe ryo Olive Trees and two 
| Can- 


om a. Qt £0: AS 


_ «a a Yom oY 


(5) 
Candleſticks ate, or what may be the meaning 
of this Propherical, Divine, concernine theſe 
chings, that be hath Propheſied of that fhall 
come tO paſſe, and be accompliſhed before the 
end of the world. By theſe two Olive Trees 
and two Candleſticks, I apprehend a ſuftenance 
for Nobles, and a Center for light ; yea even 
ſuch a ſuſtenance, whereby the Dove may ſieni- 
fie, that the waters are abated, whilſt thar the 
Raven wanders to and fro upon the top of the 
Mountains, here is alſo ſuch a Center for light, 
that whoſoever hath his Candle truly lighted, & 
remainerh in theſe two Candleſticks, may aſſu- 
redly behold the whole circurference of his Pal- 
lace or Houſe ; I ſay theſe 2 Olive Trees & two 
Candleſticks, are ſuch as all the Saints and Ser- 
vants of God muſt in the Dove- like nature diſ- 
cover, that the waters of confuſion are abated 
by having their lights truly fixed in theſe two 
Candleſticks of truth and equity ; yea and eve- 
ry believer, that owneth himſelf ro be a wrue 
and due obſerver of Chrifts cormands,oughc to 
have his Candle truly lighted, & placed in theſe 
two Candleſticks, the which I underſtand to be 
the two witneſles,which (hall receive this pow- 
er even Juſtice and Mercy, or the Law - and the 
Goſpel, theſe are the rwo Witneſſes, that if any 
man ſhall hurt them, fire proceedeth our of 
their mouths and devoureth theic enemies , 


Þ 3 eVen 


(6) 

yen as Chriſt told the Jewes, Job» 5.44. Do 
ot think, that I will accuſe you to the Father, 
there is one that accuſeth you, even Moſes in: 
whom you truſt, for had ye believed Moſes 
writings, Je would havabelicved me. Theſe are 
che rwo Divine Siſters ſtanding before the God, 
of the Earth, to which every believer mult be 
Joyntly 'united and married, before he can 
be admitted into the School of Chriſt, as I ſhall 
ſheyw you more plainly hereafter. 


4. To what end this power ſhall be given, | 


which we have explained to us in theſe words, 
And they ſhall propheſie 3 the Scriptures may in 
fome fenſe bg ſaid to Prophehie, or teach, or 1n- 
iru& a people, yea even as they remain the re- 
vealed will. of God, as you have 1t in that Para- 
ble of Lazar and the rich elutton, Luke 16. 
29. therich gluttors betn 041 torment, defired A- 
brabam to fexd one from the dead, to teſtifie unto 
his brethren.leſt they ſhould come intotbat place 
of torment 3 but Abraham azſwered him, they 


have Moſes ard the Prophets, let them hear 


them ; So as I ſaidbefore;the Scriptures in that 
they bear teſtimony of what the will of God is 
co men-ward, from the Creation to the end of 
the World, they may be ſaid ro ſpeak to or 
reach a peoplezeven as it 1s recorded of wiſdom, 
Proverbs the 9g. and the beginning, Who [, x5 
ſimple, let him turn 1 hither, and as for him 


5 =” 


| 


that wanteth fence. ſhe ſanth to him, 
Come eat of my bread,and drink. of the Winethat 
I have mingled, and ſo alſo it is ſaid in the lat- 
rer end of that chapter, that the foo/:ſh womay 
ſfardeth at the go of the City to call paſſen- 
gers that go r1ght on their way, and tells them, 
that ſtollen waters are ſweet, and bread eater 1n 


ſecret # pleaſant 3 and ſo in that ſenſe that they 


are left us for a-Rule to walk by, they ſpeak the 
nund and wiltof God co us, even as it 15 infian- 
cad by the Apoſtle Parl, Hebrews 12. 24. It is 
ſaid there, that the blood of C hr:ſt ſpeaketh bet- 
ter things thez that of Abel, ſo that in that 
ſenſe rhar any word expreſſion or manifefiation; 
doth fignifie unto us the Divine will and mind 
of God, it may properly be ſaid ro teach,” pro- 
pheſie or inficuct us. FE 
5. How long time this power ſhall-continue 
wich thoſe Watneſſes ro Propheſie in this na- 
cure ? This we have plainly in{tanced unto us in 
theſe words, And they ſhall Prophefie a thonſand. 
two hundred and threeſcore dayes, not that 1 un- 
derſtand the days to be days-according as we ac- 
count of days, but as the Apoſtle Peter inſtan- 
ces in the 2 Peter 3.8. One day « with the 
Lord as a thouſand years, and athouſand years 
as oxe day, but rather conclude it to bz the 
L ords "pleaſure, to inſtance it comparatively, 
ſhewing that the time of this Prophefie will be 
B 4 of 


(8) 


” of afar greater and longer continuance,then'the 


time of their death after they are-ſlain, before 
they ſhall riſe again from the dead ; for as itis 
inſtanced, the time of their death or remaining 
in this their -punctual deje&tment, will bebur 
three days and a half, andthe time of their pro- 
pheſie will be for a chouſand- two hundred and 
threeſcore days, * which 1s the-exa& time that is 
appointed for the woman to remain in the Wil- 
derneſs, in the place that God harh preparedfor 
her to be fed- in, after that her man-child ſhall 
be taken up into Heaven, to the Throne of 
God, as you may read in the 12. Clrapter of the 
Prophehie of this Divine, and the 5. and 6 ver- 
ſes, this Woman is ſaid to be'in pain, before 
ſhe had broughr forct this man,child, or Sonne, 
' that ſhall Rule the Nations with a rod of Iron. 
This I think may very well be compared to that 
pow: that ſhe endured in the time of Chriſt and 
1s Apoſiles, as the Apoſtle doth ; plainly intt- 
mate, All the day long we are accounted as 
ſheep for the laughter, ſhewing that their 
conquelt 1s only and alone by the love of God, 
In whatſoever they were found Conquerours, 
and that there was nothing elſe to be expected; 
wherein there,was any comfort that would any 
wayes advance their intereſt, bur meetrly che 
200dneſs of their God, they had no comforr 
rom any outward manzfeftation, as the Apoſtle 
"7 Fg: Pax! 


; 
| 
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Paul inſtances, in the :4. chapter of the x of 
Corinth;ans and the 9. verſe, and ſo forward to 
the 14.verſe, for I think that God hath ſerforrh 
us the Apoſtles laſt as it were men appointed 
for death, for weare made a ſpectacle to rhe 
world, and to Angels and men, this was the an- 
vuifh chat wiſdem endured, travelling and de- 
firing to be delivered for ſhe was fearful thar 
the Dragon (or perſecutor ) would deftroy it, it 
being in thoſe dayes, bur as Pearls cait before 
Swine, to be trampled in the mire; this may ve- 


Ty well be tearmed Wiſdoms travel, to bring 


forth her true Ifiue, (or Son, this is the Sonne 
chat ignorance and envy would have divided, 
but Wiſdom preſerves ir alive,and will not have 
it divided, knowing that time will diſcover , 
whether 1c be her rrue Son, or the Son of the 
Bond-woman. 

6. And laſily,thz manner of their deportment 
n the time of their power, concerning this the 
manner of their deportment we have 1t explai- 
ned 1n theſe words, cloathed 1 Sackclot h,which 
plainly informs us, that the time of their Pro- 
phefie will be a time of mourning, though not 
of death, for the Dragon will be chained from 


* deſtroying them, rill the time of rheir Prophefie 


be ended, though for the mean time they may 
be pierced and perſecuted, and driven into the 
Wilderneſs, to ſeek their abode amongſt thoſe, 


(G. 


(10) 

For in that place) where their will not be but a 
- ſmall harmony of ſpirit, toanſwet their requeſt, 
but I ſpeak as in reſpe& of men, nor that they 
can want the ſupply of the Lord in any plzce 
whatſoever, by reaſon of their bearing Witneſs 


of him, for he will never leave nor for ſake 


thoſe that .keep cloſe ro him in his teſtimony, 
though they may be driven into ſtraits, and af- 
fiictions in this life, by that Son that anſwers, I 
will go work in the Vineyatd, and yet hath de- 
layed his Fathers commands, this is that Son 
that hath cauſed his Father to pur on Sackcloth, 
and not he that ſaid he would nor but did, for it 
15 not that the Witnefles Prophefie in Sack- 


cloth, becauſe they are not heard, but becauſe” 


Their worth is not known to be of a higher value 
then the luſts and pride of this life : for their 
Propheſie hath and muſt be heard, for its ap- 
pointed time, though not made uſe of, ſo as to 
have its true deſert in preheminence. 

But oiſcerning our ſelves , upon ſo conſe- 
quent and weighty a matter , or a thing of ſo 
private and ſecreer a diſcention , let us ieek to 


compare Scripture with Scripture , that ſo we. 


may in this our time of the Goſpel y conclude 
with thoſz that have been eur fore-runners, 
rhat no one Scripture 1s of any pr vate interpre- 
ration , bur holdeth in concordance with all 
other £criptures , texding to the ſame purpoſe z 

; as 


(11) ' 
as you have it in the 2 Epiſtle of Perey x, 20, 
Knowing this firſt , that no Scripture is of any - 
Private interpretation, ſo that as I ſaid before, 
chat every Scripture tending to the ſame time 
cr thing , hath its perfect or punctual voice, in 
| What ever it nominats or points at in that thing. 
chough ſpoken by ſome other Propher , yer in 
reſpec of nts proceeding from the ſame Spirit 
they cannot contradict one another , though 
many men may be of that mind , that whatever 
they conclude of any one portion of Scripture 
mutt be the true mean'nsg of it though their de- 
ſcription of it be never ſo contradictory to the 
whole ſcope of the Scripcures , and alſo unagree 
able ro Reaſon 3 therefore for our better con- 
firmation of this. ſo weighty a matter , ler us 
ſearch into the Sc: iptures , to ſee what time ir 
1s that this Prophefie is to be accompliſhed in, 
and if you do but mind the exprefſ1ons thar are 
uttered in the 10, Chapter the 5. and 6. verſes, 
by the ſame Angel that 1s here ſpeaking , you 
wil plainly finde his words tend to things near 
the endof the world, ir is ſaid there , that he 
. ood upon the Sea, and upon the Earth, and 
lifred up.his hand to Heaven and ſwore by him 
that Liveth for ever , that time ſhould be no 
 Jongaer , but in the days of the voice of the 
ſeventh Angel , when he ſhall begin to ſound, 
the myſtery of God ſhould be finiſhed, u be 


_ 
hath declared to his Servants the Prophets, 
when the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed,then 
time ſhall be no longer, but that will be rhe . 
work of the ſeventh Angel to do or declare ; but 
] ſuppoſe theſe things ſhall come ro pakie in rhe 
dayes of the ſixth Angel , that are here menti- 
oned to Propheſie, and to become ſufferers in , 
fcr if you do but mind the Angels voice, after 
he hath fhewed this Divine , that rime ſhall be 
no longer, then he comes tc ſpeak of what {hall 
come to paſſe before that time, and command- 
ed Jeh» to take a Book which was open in the 
hand of the Angel, to eateit up, as you may 
read 1n the 8. and g. verſes, of this 10. Chapter, 
and when he had eaten it ups and diſcerned the 
bigrerneſs of 1t in his belly , and the ſweetneſs 
of 1t in his mouth , or che Angels knowledee , 
then he tells him, that he muſt Prophefie , a- 
gain , before many people and Nations, and 
Kings , to manifeſt unto then the will of the 
ever-living God, and there was given him a 
Reed. to meaſure the Temple of God, and the 
Altar , and they that worſhip therein,whereby 
was found the manifeſtation that Gentiles 
ſhould meet our to the Temple of God, forty 
and two month, which times meaſures the time 
of the Witneſſes Prophefie , or the Womans 
being in the Wilderneſs, and that ſhort rime 
that the Beaſt ſhall have to make war againſt 
| them, 


(13) 
them, to and overcome them in, ( before 
chey ſhall be ſlain) this is like ro be a dark and a 
oloomy day , for rhoſe that ſhall be found wich 
the Seal of the Lamb in their fore-heads, to 
diſturÞ rhe mirth of the Beaſt , and the falſe - 
Propher. 

Bur before, we proceed any further, let us 
ſearch whether any of the fore-runners of this 
Divine, have made mention yof any Witneſles 
that ſhall be ſlain, before the end of the world, 
that ſo we way by comparing one Scripture 
with anorher, betrer finde out the puncuall 
meaning of this .his forementioned Prophehe, 
for Chriſt and his Apoſtles and the Prophets, 
have alſo made mention of the end of the 
world,.and of what ſhall come to pafle before 
that time, and they ſeem to verifie, that Juſtice 
and mercy ſhall be trodden under foor before 
the ſecond coming of Chriſt, as you have it 1n- 
Ranced in the 2 Epiſtle of Peter 3. and the be- 
oinning of the Chapter, Knowing that inthe 
latter times there ſhall come ſcoffers, walking af- 
ter their own luſts, and ſaying, Where u the pro- 
mnſe of his commg ? for ſince the Fathers fell a 
ſleep all things continue as they were. For any 
one to ſcofte at the punQuuallity of cruth,be en- 
dangereth himſelf ro ke an enemy (or a defier) 
of the truth, and ſo conſequently of the God of 
truth ; for no man can attain tQ that ſphere of 


know- 
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of the World, for I do verily conclude, that 


(1 1D 
knowledge, ſo as to a him as he is 1n his ſub- 
Rancial efſence, for he is unconfinable there, 
therefore not to be warred againſt, ſave in his 


manifeſtation of truth and equity, Juſtice and 
Mercy, righteouſneſle, patience, love and tem- 
perance, and whoſoever doth adhere to fthe 


yoice of the Beaſt to deſtroy the manifeſtations 


of any of theſe, may properly be ſaid, to be a 


fighter againſt God, and a cauſer of the Law and 
the Golpel to mourn, the which they may be 
ſaid ro do before the end of .the world, as fox 

Apoſtle Peter affirms, in 2 Pet. 2. 1x. As there 
were falſe Prophets amongſt the people, ſo (hall 
there be;falſe T eachers amongſt you, who privily 


will bring in damnable Hereſtes,denying the Lord 
that bought them,and many ſhall follow their per- 


nicious ways, by reaſon of whom þ: hi of truth 


ſhall be evil ſpoken of : So that you ſee plainly, 
that the ApoRtle affirms thar the bringing in 


or allowing of Herefies in their own minds or 


; hearts;brinos them to a denying of theLord that 
boughr them with his precious blood, yer this 


1s chat that God hath fore-ſeen will come to 


paſſe, and thar Juſtice and Mercy, ſhall not on- 
1ybe perſecured, but killed alſo, before the end 


5. the World; bur ler not any one miſtake me 
herein, and think that I conclude, that there 
ſhall not any orher Witneſs dye before the end 


many 


| thoſe char ſhall be found in unity and oneneſs 


"T9 
many men have died, and many 'more will dye 
before the fecond coming of Chriſt for the 
Teftimony ofthe Truth, bur yer it canner be 
ſaid») that any of them have bzen impowered 
with ſuch power as is expretled that theſe 2 wit- 
nelſes ſhall receive, ſo as ro:ſhut Heaven char it 
rain not , and to ſmite the Earth with all man- 
ner of Plagues as often as they pleaſe ; I ſay, I 
will not abſolutely affirm that there ſhall be no 
other Witneſles {lain before the ſecond comin? 
of Chriſt, but this I dare affirm , that both Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have manifeſtly declared , that 
theſe rwo Wirnefles (hall mourn and be (lain , 
before Chriſts coming to Judementr, as you have 
| irexpreſly inthe 13 . Chapter of Afark,, and 
almoſt cite through the Chapter, asin the 6. 
verſe For many ſhall come 3n my Name ſaying, I 
am Chrift and ſhall deceive many , ſo in the g. 
verſe”, and ye ſhall be brought before Rulers , 
_ and Kings for my names {ake, for a Teſtzmony 
arainſt thews ani Brother ſhall betray brother , 
and the Father his Son , andchildren ſhall riſe 
up againſt their Parents; then you ſhall ſee the 
4 owination of deſolation ſtanding where it 
ought not ; then ler him that readeth confader , 
when he ſeeth theſe things come to paſle ; this 
Is like to be a doleful and a Cloudy day with alf 


with God or in the life bf rheScriptures,in hr 
ay 


| (16 

day that this FRO”... 2 come upon them; 
this I fear will terrifie many by reaſon that they 
ſeem to be moved at ſo ſmall a tempeſt , whar 
do they think thar time will produce, when the 
very life or ſubſtance of che Scriptures will ſeem 
ro be clouded,& we ſhall injoy nothing but the 
out-kide or Ceremonial part of it only, to eate 
of the Fruit of the Land of forge:fulnefle, or is 
live-in the ſuppoſed preſence of God, but nor 
'n jithe real and abſsolure life of God and his 
truths 3 this is a crime that I fear thou O Ex- 
gland, haſt been very much guilty of, for where 
1s any Nation under the cope of Heaven that 
hach exprefled more of rhe National part of 
Religion then we have done, and till we re- 
main ſo far below the being inflamed yi1ch the 
Divine and abſolute part of Religion, that 1n- 
Juftice and oppreſſion is nor removed from our 
hearts, O 1s it not a ſad Omen of the conver- 
ringof the Heathen, when they ſee ſuch abomi- 
nable 1njuftice amoneſt us who are called Chrt- 
ſtians, as I have been credibly inforwed by ſome 
Emglijh-men that have travelled in remote 
places far from hence, that they themſelves had 


rather take a Heathens word 'then a Chriſttans | 


Bond, for the performance of a promiſe or a 
thing of either ſmall or great concernment, but 
I will not accuſe all for ſome, bur ſuch injuſtice 
as this 1s, a known and manifeſt perſecuting and 

PLCrcing 


9) 
ptercing of the Wicneſles, let it be in whom ic 
w 11, for whoſoever doth nor act uprightly, and 
Juitly ro his Brother whom he hath ſeen , can- 
not act juilly with God , waom- be hath nor 
ſeen for no jnjuſtice , ſhall enter--into that 
. admirable, excellent and wonderfull ſtate of 
perfection , that rhe Children ahd heires: of 
God ſhall enyoy by promiſe in - their- keeping 
cloſe to-him, and to the waies of trurh, which 
are manifeſted unto the Ghildren of men 3 for 
God doth not expeR a Tallent from any man 
except he hath given him one to improve 3 for 
God doth nor expe& Wheat. where he hath 
{owed Barly, or Rye z: as we may juflly experi- 
ence in our time, it 1s not-that fnen do nor 
know the-will of .God , but that .rhey do nor 
a& according to whar hey do know of his will 
nor to walk up to thar-CircumſpeRneſs and 
Sincerity of light chat hath been manifeſted un- 
to them, look tO it I beſeech you, for to whom 
much is given, much will be required; | feat 

th2re is'Very feiv that conſider this, -but rather 

| fall ro (enſuring and Condenning others , ex- 
alring themſelves into the Chaire of Chriſt ro 
rake his office forth of his hand,by ſeeking their 
own applauſe, and to revenge - themſelves by 
ireaming fourth the guſts of fury '» Cut. of 
their envious and more bitter fountains , . not 
minding whether the thinzchey do, be wor 
inz 


(18) 
ding tothe will and mind of God or not, ſo 
tar they can bur have their ends in the thing, 
they dehre before men, for they look no 
further,theſe of all men ought to be pattied,for 
whereas they think in eflecting their defire they 
harme others, they cheilly harme themſelves in 
denying the ſufferings of Chrilt, or hisarme to 
bring ſalvation freely and , powerfully through 


his Allſuſficiency,to the vileſt and worſt of ſin- 


ners 3. yeaeven to the unlikelieſtof men in our 
efleem 3 but not that I would encourage any 
to fin, that grace may abound ,, for grace doth 
abound by mercy, bur through repentance, and 
not through ſfinaing; bur 1 ſpeak. as m reſpe&t 
of choſe that by malice and envy. to others do 
undervalue the ſuffe:1ng of Chriſt , that they 
- Might ſee their errour,and amend their doings: 
for wherever Chriſts undertakings are vailed, it 
way truly be ſaid 1n that land or place, thar the 
the Scriptures are Cloathed in Sackcloath , and 


the rejoycing part of the Wirneſles 1s turned 
: 4 . | | 


into mourning 1n that place. PEE, 
- 2. TheLawand'the Goſpel , or Juſtice and 
Mercy may be ſaid to be theſe rwo Witneſfles 
in that God hath been pleaſed through rhe 11- 


luſtrations of his ſpirit > ro lay down his will 


and mind in them, a rule whereby the exacteſt 

and preciſeſt of Chriſtians may examine hoy far 

they obey and fulfill the will and pleaſure of 
(39c 
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God, as you have it expreſly in the 5 chap. of 
John 39. Search the Scriptures , for in thens 


' You think to have eterall lifes and they are they 
which teſtifie of me , Ch:lt natn letr the 


Scriprures tor our inſtruction, even as a mani 
char dieth', leaveth his Will and Teltamenr 
for the ſatisfaction and inſtruftion of each of 
his relations , thar that may certifie unto each 
of them what portion rhere is aloted for them 
ro receive , even ſo Chiſt hath lefr us che 
Scriptures, whereby we may bring all our acti- 
ons, and try them as by a rouch-ttone in this 
life, how far our actions and intentions do an- 
ſwer the will and pleaſure of God, and for our 
verification , whether we ſhall be found Chil- 


dren and heires of glory , andimmotrcality, or 
of torment, and whoſoever he be chat negle&- 
th this office of love to himſelf, 1s lefc vaad 


of excuſe , for God: hath placed the light of 


_ reaſon in the heart of man, as piercing and 


devining intele&, to informs him how and 
wherein his gueſts are worthy of entertainment 
or not 3 ſome will have ic be Baprized with no 


'orher name but the ſpirit of God, bur I ſuppol® 


ir tobeatlone, if reaſon may be rermed , to 
have irs derivation from God, or God ſaid not 
co be un-eaſonable. : - nk SEES 
3. The Scriptures may be ſaid to be the tyyo 
Witneſſes of God, in that he doth and will ac» 
(14 CEPT 
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cept of them , pr what is recorded therein, to 
_{tand by him at che la(t day, as a verification of 
his being inpartiall: 11 judging the ſecrets of 
men , and to make 1t, manifelily appear to all 
men , that he is borh juſt and, meiciſull in all 
his undertakings, nay it is impothble.that God 
- ſhouldlay either juttice or mercy afide when- 
ever he ſhall rake this great work of Judgment / 
in hand, for he can as ſoon or ealily ceaſe to be 
God, as ceaſe tobe juft and mercfull ; it. is 
his will tha all men ſhould eat of rhe fruic of 
life and live, and not to reach after rhe; tree of 
Knowledge of good and evill; bur if men will 
nor accejt of mercy when 1t is tendered unto 
.them, then juſtice will rake hold of rhem, for 
God cannor but Judge in Righteouſneſs and 
Tiuth, as the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaketh in the 
1 Eph.Chap. 1. 17- and if ye call on the Fa- 
cher, who without reſpect of perſons, juogeth 
according to every mans work , paſſe the time 
of your ſojourning here in fear, and as the Apo- |, 
file Paxl in{tances , that every mans work ſhall 
be tryed by the: fire, andas che Afofile John ex- _ 
preſſeth in his 1 Epiſtle, cap. 5. 10. He that } 
beleiveth on the Son of Cod, hath the 1 uneſs 
in himſelf ; he that beleiveth vor Go1 hath 
made him a lier , becauſe he believeth not the 
record that God gave of his Son. 3 the Apolile þ 


urgeth it as the very ground or reaſon of the 
falling 


| 
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falling away from grace, and making of God a 
| lier , in not believing the record that he hath 
oiven of his Son , even as I have ſhewed you 
before in that parable of Laza' us and the rich 
olutton.; Abraham tells him that 1f they will 
not beleive Moſes and the Prophets , neither 
will chey beleive if "one ariſe from the dead , 
and Chriſt tells the Jews ſomthing to the ſame 
purpoſe in the fifth of Joh», and: the laſt , for 
if ye beleive not Moſes writings, neither 
will you believe my words, ſo that as I ſaid be- 
fore in that ſence ; that the Scriptnres are laid 
down as ia verified and experienc'd diſcevery 
and manifeſtation of what Gods will and plea- 
ſure is , concerning that more noble part that 
mankind 1s oblived ro do by duty, and nor on- 
ly to diſcern by the light of reaſon thar God: 
hath lefr him for his guide , bur to recall him- 
ſelf by amendment of life into rhe reall harmo- 
ny of obedience, by comming forth of all che 
beogerly inticeing rudiments of this vain 
world. 
But let nor. any miſtake me herein, and 
chink that I ſpeak of the morall reaſon of man, 
bur of the Divine reaſon in its purity, and not 
in its defilement, but in that ſence where'n it 
is ſaid, that 4dam was a rationall ſoul when he 
walked with God inEdez.& that that rold him, 
thatthe might nor eat of the Tree of Knowlede 
2 of 
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of goodand evill, or of the Lree of diſobedi- 
ence, and alſo the ſame that informed him that 
he was naked afrer he had eaten of it, Ge».3.7. 
this is that reaſon that Pax! ſpeaks of in that 
ſecond Chapter of 'Remars, and the 15. verſe, 
which informes the mind of the true Conditt- 
on of the preſent journey .in its revolutionall 
progreſlſe,. this is alſo mentioned in the firſt 
Epiſtle of J-h» the 3 Chapter, and the 20, 21, 
22, verſes. the Apoſlles ſeems to informe us 
there, of the hearts , knowing how all things 
Rand with it, as 1n reſpect of 1ts enjoyment or 
reſt, for he tells us plainly, -thar if our hearts 
Condemn us, . God 1s greater then our hearts, 
bur if our hearts condemn us not , then have 
we boldneſs toward God , and whatſoever we 
ask we receive, becauſe we obey his Comman- 
dements, and do thoſe things that are pleaſing 
in his fight : ſo char if this Pilate be nor impr1- 
ſoned , and Captivated by our -unhumane and 
diſorderly walkings , nor enflaved by any un- 
reaſonable, or unjuſt ations in our minds , 1t 
will be an informer of thee to-procure the ex- 
pedient part to thy burthen, and perfe& reſt 
for thy ſoul to abide in peace ; this is by ſome 
rermed the reaſonableſpirit, and by others the 
rational ſoul 3; bur I ſhall nor Rand to contre. 
di&t notions, expecting that they drive at the 


ſame marke in the nature or properr y as others: 
| do 3 


(23) 

do 3 baptiſe ic with what nawe you pleaſe, I 
ſuppoſe I may ſafely avouch ir, to be a dire& 
euide for every believer to bring all his a&ions 
to the touchſtone of the Scriptures, and there 
ro diſcerne whether his waies are agreeable to 
- the Law of God or not ; bur if it be inſlaved , 
and its Virgin purity involved in the over- 
whelming. ſtreames of excefle , then will thy 
light be darkned, and thy glory vailedeven 
as Chriſt ſayes, if that light that be in you, be 
darkneſs, at. 6. 23. how great is that dark- 
neſs , ſo that if the darkneſs be found in any 
one land or place , the Scripture or Witneſſes 
may well be ſaid ro mourn in- that land or 
place. 

But me thinks I hear the voyce of an ob- 
je&ing ſpirit, asking me how the Scriptures can 
be ſaid ro ſmite the. earth with all manner of 
Plagues as often as they will. 

To which I anſwer, that the Scriptures as in 


reſpe& of their remaining a preſcribed rule, + . 


ſhewine and declaring unto all men, rhar in 
obeying & hearkening to their voyce, they ſhall 
receive life, & in diſobeying and not harkening 
to theCommand which ſpeaketh expreſly to us, 
will lie l1able{ro all che puniſhments in them ex- 
prefſed, written,or recorded to be inflicted np- 
on us by the Angel or Spirit of the Scriptures; 
for do not think that I ſpeak of che literall 
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words of the Scripture , but of the pun&ual. 
rruths char are mentioned in the Sctiprures; 
the which commanded rule , all men lie liable 
of difanuling the exat keeping , as in reſpect 
of that exa&neſs , that 1t 15 commanded ro 
be kept in, and that-by reaſon of a twofold or 
various a trading , ſcituatedas I may ſo ſay , 
within his breſt,by which failing all men ly hable 
of the receiving, or to have inflited upon them 
all the puniſhments and plagues mentioned in 
the Sciiptures, from rhe juſtice and ſeverity of 
rhe Spirit, or life of the Scriptures , as for in- 
Rance the Lay of a land, mentioning that a 
man ſhall nor kill or ſteal, now if any man 
ſhall either kill or ſteal, he 1s ſaid tobe a brea- 
ker or deſtroyer of the Law, and the Law is 
ſaid to take vengance upon him, as in reſpect 
of its ſeverity and juſtice, and to infli& ſuch a 
puniſhment upon him as the Law ſhall pre- 
ſcribe-or point ozr for his ofence , for it can- 
not propefly be-ſaid that the Judge doth con- 
demn-any offender, by reafon the offence is not 
unto him, but-the + Aha 15to-the Law, and 


It 15 that that condems the offenders of it, for. 


po Judee nor Jury can condemn -( or ought to 
condemn ) unleſs the Law: is offended , 'and 
really-the Judge and Jury 1s bur the mouth of 
the Law,as I way ſo ſay to manifeſt its innocen- 


cy and purity, for it is impoſſible char there - 


ſhould 
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(hould be any offence known, if there were 
not a law manifeſted , as the Apoſtle Paul in- 
formes us in the 7 of the Romans andthe +7 
I had not knows ſin but by the Law , ſo that as 
I ſaid bzfore, the Scriptures being lefc us for a 
rule to walk by, laying openly to our veiw,that 
in obeying there: is lice , and in diſobey- 
ing there 1s death, as they have it plainly 
in the fourth of Ge, and the ſeventh , if thou 
doſt well, ſhalt thoy not be accepted, andif thou. 
doſt not well, ſin lieth at the door. 

Thus having opened and explained unto 
you what theſe witneſſes are, and how they 
may be ſaid to propheſie ; I ſhall proceed to 
ſhew you what it 1s that cauſeth theſe Wit - 
nefles to mourn or Prophehie in Sackcloath, or 
what it 1s that (hall wound and peirce them in 
che time of their Prophefie, the generall perſe- 
cutors of rheſe Witneſles will be ignorance & 
envy, for if theſe rwo gueſts do bur get admit- 
rance , ſoas to bewelcomed, or entertained 
within our Confines, they will proſecute their 
deſign ſo.ſubtilly , that vice and deſtruction 
will preſently be produced, and our minds per- 
featly involved in their dark tinCtures , and ſo | 
we ſhall come to defame the Tree of life by 
our uncon{tancy in the Commands , therefore 
the two Cherubins and the flaming Sword are 
rut to defend it from its being defiled and de- 
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ſtroyed by the unhumane race of mankind , for 
if man had continued in the command of Ged, 
he had not any wales been kept from the Tree 
of life, bur ſeeing he is gotten into thediſobe- 
dient State, and hath lefc his Farhers Palace of 
Love and Juſtice, to eat of Swines food , even 
the husks of Ignorance, Hatred, Debate, Ma- 
lienicy, Deceite, and Injuſtice, the which food 
can never ſarisfie any , for the greateſt ſatis- 
faction that can be found in that, 15but in re- 
c21ving the greateſt ſupertluities thar they can 
afford, ro defire more as is inſtanced of the 
Prodioall Son, Lnke 15.and the 16. he would 
faine have filled his bell 'y with the Husks that 
rhe Swine did eat, and x0 man gave them unto 
him ; that 1s no man eave him ſo many as 
would fatishe him ; the Apoſtle James hath 
alſo ſomthing rending to this : Luſtfull fate 
of a man , tis 1n the fourth Chapter, and the 
beginning , ye acke and recerve not , becauſe ye 
ache amiſs, that ye might conſume it upon 
your L,uſts, which 1s as much as if he ſhould 
have ſaid that the Lufifull defire of the heart 
cannot be ſatisfied in asking in that natures for 
when the ſoul hath lefc its firſt Ration of Gods 
Love, it reacheth afrer the forbidden A_ , 
and io flyeth from the Love or face of God, 
dwell in "the thick gourds of Vanity , + 
in2 there to find a hiding place from ſhames , 

taking 
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raking hold of it , bur when the eſpying awax- 


ed Sun-ſhine of Gods Juſtice doth. view what 
is done, it breaketh forth ſo hot and furious 
that it melteth the gourd. , and then the leaves 
of falſhood are roo thin to ſecure 1t from its 
being caſt forth of 1ts being, into rhe Land of 
Nod, or fear, there to remain till mercy prof- 
ferech it a balme to heal its wound, and. if ir 
will bur accept of mercy to be irs Phylitian , 
mercy will returnirt back to its firſt tation, and 
chere build 1t' a SanQuuary to fly unto, for its 
everlaſting ſecurity and joy; but why ſhould I 
ſeek to diſtribute mear to babes, whilſt the hun- 
oer of men may better be ſatisfied with milk ; 
I will therefore rather ſeek to drive ſoftly 
thoſe that are with young by proceeding to {hew 
you as plainly as poflibly I can , wherein 1g- 
norance and envy may be ſaid to cauſe rhe 
Witneſſes to mourn or; pur on Sackcloath in 
the time of your Prophehie. 

Firſt, Tenorance may be ſaid to cauſe the ſaid 
Witneſſes ro pur on Sackcloath , .in reſpect of 


1tsproduceing a ſuperfluous and vaine Carriage 
Im the-minds of men, acting them forth into a 


careleſs principle, which cauſeth them ro prite 
the Voluptuous dainties of Pride and honour, 
above the Diamond of meekneſs and love , 
which would: bring our ſouls into a Paradicial 
ſation of content, the want of which cau ſeth 


Righte- 
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Riohtuouſneſs to mourn ; and this manner of 
mou-n'ng you have mention made of concern- 
ig Lot,,n that iccond E;itile of Per,che ſecond 
Chapter and ihe R. verſe, for chat Righteous 
man dwelling amongſt themin ſeeing and hear- 
Ing, vexed h1s Righteous Soulfromday to day), 
with their unlawfuli deeds,for truti: may be ſaid 
to mourn when it 1s opprtefled , as properly as 
a man may be ſaid ro mourn when he is affii&- 
ed, and that you have explained in thar. firſt 
Chapter of the Lamentations, Of the Prophet 
Terimiah , and the fou:th verſe the Prophet 
com plaines there, that the wayes of Z ox, doe 
mou:n becauſe none come to the ſolemn feaſts; 
all her Gats are deſolate, her Preifts figh , 
her Virgins are aflited , and ſhe 1s in bit- 
rerneſs; theſe wayes of Zion may well be 
compared ro be the wayes of the Witneſſes , 
which wayes or way is Chrilt , Jehn the 14. and 
the laxth. I am the way, thetruth, and the 
life z no man cometh to the Father,but by me; 


' this is then ew and living way , by which the 


Witneſſes doe intrudt every believer ro come 
to the Holieſt of Holes + ro participate of the 
bleſſinges of che heavenly Altar, and the mant- 
feſrations of that way, which is Juſtice, equity, 
truth, uprightneſs , and zeale with knowledg 3 
and theſe are they thar mourn, when ignorance 
& envie doe reigne in any land,perſon or _ 
an 
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and their grief may well be ſaid to be 


orear for the ; decays of Zn, for when igno- 
rance becomes an inſtructor , knowledg may 
well be laid ro mourn, the ſame may 'be ſaid 
when vice is accepted , and vertue dekdted, 

or the Ceremonies of any rhing taken fo: che 
ſubliance as I remember a Philoſopher arguing 


by reaſon concerning the uſing of rhe Ceremo- 
_.nies of che Law of Mo es, in the time of Chriſt, 
4,0: lance, argues thus, that if Chriſt be a greater 
Propher then Mofes , then ought his praiſes 


chat he practiſed, or his inſtructions co be fol-, 


fotlowed before the inſtructions of 2foſes in 


any thing , wherein rae greater ſeems to be a 
diſanuller or end of the lefſer , ſo that we may 


- conclude experimentally, 1f we do bur eye our 


own failings, taar the height of mans Relivion 
lech in the depth of Chriſt , and not in "the 
Ceremonies and Rites of a Law that only 
points art rhe ſame ſubſtance , that ſince the 
rime of their appointment hath pur an end ro 
their Propheſie,by the coming of the ſubſtance -- 
and therefore it 15reported of him by the Apo- 
tle Paul inthe 8 of the Hebrews, oe the 6. 
Bur now. hath he obtained. a more excellent 
Miniſtry, by how muctfalſo he is made the Me- 
diator of a better Covenant, for if the firſt Co- 
venant had been faulcleſs, then ſhould no place 
bave been ſought for the ſecond , not tha /1 
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imagine 1t to be faulty by him that gave it; bur 
by thoſe people to whom it was given in their , 
not walking in the ſtrictneſs and exactneſs, and 
purity of that that was given as a tipe of that 
ſubſtance, rthar ſince is come, whereby every be- 


-hiever doth or ought to lay juit hold upon him 


char 1s the ſubſtantiall interceeder for us , and 
ro appreach before his Throne by a new and 
Iiving way, andby our life, being hid in Chriſt, 
or in the new birth or bapriſme. 

2. The Witneſſes may be ſaid tro mourn, or 
pur on Sackcloath by a Zeators profeſhon or 
Zeal another manner of way , and that by ſuch 
as ſeemingly obzy the Goſpel in the ourward 
thew,or Ceremonmill part, and that w.th great 
exaQneſs too, bur theſe are ſuch as the Prophet 
E/a:i2h makes nientien. of in the 58 Chap- 
rer of his Propheſie , and the 2. yet .they 
ſeek me daily , and delight to know my 


wayes, as a Nation that did Righteouſnels 


and forſook nor the. Ordinance of their God , 
they ask of mz rhe. Ordinances of Iuſtice , 
they rake delight in approaching before God 3 
any man according to Morall knowledg2,would 
ſurely have thought that theſe people were 
a veryConſcientious & Exact ſort of Profeſſors, 
what could be more expected of them , then 
ro delight ro know the waizs {of their God , 
and not to forſake the Ordinaace of their God; 


but to walk in the ſame Ocdinances as a pc Opie 
Lat. 


 =rpent, to make war againſt the-Witnefles , 
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thar d1d Righteouſneſs, and pcrformed the way 
and delight of their God 3 ſurely men would 
have ſuch Profeflors as rheſe were in grear 
elteem in theſe dayes, and they would nor a 
lictle boalt of rhemſelves, if ſuch a fort of Pro- 
ors there were that knew abſolnrely , that 
they. obſerved the Ordinance of God exactly 
in the true preſcribed way of Worthip as to 
men, yea theſe noticnaliſts did think that God 
did not do them Iuſtice, 1n nor anſwering their 
prayers, according to what they did deſire , as 
you may read in the third verſe of this 58. 
Chapter 3 Wherefore have we fafled ſay they, 
and thou ſeeſt nor, wherefore have we afflicted 
our Souls, and thou rakeſt no knowledg ; theſe 
people were confident that they were the peo» 
ple thatGod muſt own,by reaſon of their keep- 
ing the Ceremomiall part of the Command of 
wod 3 bur rhe Prophet comes to ſhew them 
In the next words, that this was not the ſervice - 
chat they ſhould reſt in, which only was but 
che outfide or ſeeming part of a true Religion, 
and nothing of love,which ought to be the ſub- 
ſtance of every profeſſors Zeale, and theie peo- 
ple wanting that parr of Religion, became op* 
preflors, and joyned themſelves by conſent to 
rhe Dragon, or whore that ſhall aſcend forth of 
the bottoraleſs-pit , in the ſubtill hue of the 


and 


(32) Ins 
atid ro ſlay them as this Prophet doth plainly 
diſcover in the 59 Chapter and the 14 and 15 
verſe, he complains there of the Wickednetſs 
of this people , and 'mourns for the decays of 
truth, he ſayes Judgment is turned away back- 
ward, and Juſtice Randeth a far off , for truth 
1s fallen in the ſtreets, and equity canrot enter, 
yea truth faileth , and },e that departeth from 
evill, maketh hiimſelfa prey » do . but compare 
this portion of Scripture with Chriſts words, 
Mat. 24. 10. 12. intimating what (hall come 
ro palle in the latter times, when the Wit- 
neflesare to Prophehie in Sackcloath, and alſo 
to be ſlain ſairh Chriſt in the tenth verſe, And 
many ſhall be offended in me, and ſhall betray 
one another, and ſhall hate one another, & inthe 
twelfth, And becauſe mtyuity (hall abound, the 
love of many ſhalt waxcold ; whenever iniqui- 
quiry and hatred thall abound 1n any perfor, 
place, or Kingdome', Juſtice, Equiry , Truth 
and Love muſt needs ſuffer and wax cold in 
chat place, perſon or Kingdome , the which ir 
is ſaid ro.do before the comming of Chriſt, as 
if you do bur pleaſe ro obſerve Chriſts word in 
the 22 vetſe of the 24 Chaprer of fat. you 
will plainly find that the world is like to be in- 
volved in fin before his coming , and at his 
coming t@ Judginent, Chriſt expreſlerh rhere, 
That except tnoſe days ſhould be Germs. 
there 


there ſhould no-fleſh be ſaved,bur for the cle& 
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ſake thoſe days ſhall be ſhortened; ir. is like co 
beza ſad day;with thoſe rhat will not beare the 


Image or marke of the beaſt which is like ro be 


rendered unto them in thoſe days, when theſe 
chings. (hall come co paſs, theugh queſitonteſs 
God wil keep up the hearts of ſome 1:nall perci- 
cular number to manifeſt his name co the great= 
eft'oppoſers that may be , or can ariſe, yer the 
mulcitude of the worldly will not mind whar 
1s coming upop. them , though, chey ſee the 
leaves ſpring never ſo faſt, yer will chey nor 
obſerve, that the Summer 1s nigh, even -as 


Chriſt inſtances in the 37. 38, 39. verſes of the 


24th. Chap. For as the days of Noah were , ſo 
ſhall alſo the coming of the Son of man be, for 
as inthe dayes that were before the Flood, they 
were eating and drinking, Marrying and giv- 
ing in Matriageyuntill che day that Noah enter- 
ed into the Arke, and knew not rentill the Flood 
came and took them all away ; ſs ſhall alſo the 
comming of the Son of man be , {0 that our Sa- 
viour Chriſt doth abſolutly confirme that the 
Scriptures or his word and ceſti pony {hall both 
mourn, and be as it were dead. alſo to the ap- 
prehenſion of men before rhe end. of. the 

world,and not only chart che ſubſtantialFpaxt of 

it muſt ſeemingly die, but ic muſt die or ſuffer 
under the notionall rermes of Religious zeale;, 
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23s it is evidently marked out to us before hand 
1h the 16 Chapter of /ob» and the 2, and they 


(hal put you forth of the S ynagogue, and whoſo- 


.ever killeth you, will think that he doth God 
'good ſervice ; ſo that you fee that darkneſs 


will rule predominantly at that time , and the 


ſubſtance of Religion will mourn forts being 
-perſecuted by the ſhadow, it is a ſad diſeaie 


when ence it 1s .Y2otten, ſo far as to infect the 


Nerves and Arteries, yea it 1s as much to be 


'Feared as 4 dangerous wound, and 1 fear we are 


many of usguilry of the effe&ts that produced 
this ſore; therefore let us beware that we do 
ner let it gangreen before we ſeek forth for 
cure 3 O let me intreat you to look to your 
Souls, and do not ſet too ſlight a priſe upon 
the goodneſs of God in theſe our days, for his 
exceeding forbearance of us who have had ſo 


eminent an appearance of Gods love & good- 


neſs to us, in continuing theſe meanes of mer- 
cy and inftru&ion to us, when we have lighted 


' 1; as 1n reſpe& of what watineſs we ought to 
| have walked in, God may juſtly rax us of 


known envy , whereas we tax others of Tgno- 
rant zeal; O ler us ſtrive to gain the Conqueſt 
over ignorance and envy, by our exact walking 
in love to the Commands of Chrift, and ro the 
well being of the whol Creation,for that, is pure 
Religion and unde filed , to feed the hangry ; 
An 


nd Cloath the Naked, and to ſet the Captives 


at liberty, and to plead the Cauſe of the Needy, 


and to deal the ſame. bread to others , that we 
would have them deal to us ; and who{oever 
doth negle& the performance of theſe clings, - 
will cauſe truth and mercy to mourn, ana will 


gaine to himſelf che Judges diſpeaſure, for it is 
_ not every one that. crys Lord Lord, char ſhall 


enter into the Kingdome of Heaven, bur he 
that doth :che will of my Father which is in 
Heaven, although they may-ſay that they have 


_ eaten 1n his preſence, andraughr in his ftreets3 


yer he wul pronounce that dreadfull ſentence, 
depart, I know you nor , for it 1s Juſtice and 
mercy that will either clear you or condemn 
you in :that day 3 for if mercy do not involve 
you in1ts armes., then Juſtice will ſeaſe you as 
Its priſoner , and ſo. deliver you up to Judg- 
ment, .and happy will it: be with choſe chat 
have made mercy their Sanctuary, wherett will 
rejoyce over Judgment , and not Judgment 
over mercy,. where they may ſing in that melo- 
dious bacmony, O Death where is thy Sting, 
O Grave where u thy Vittory ; this .will be 
rhe Conqueſt that we may gaine by our love to 
the Commands of Chriſt , who hath promiſed 


'toleave all men void of excuſe, for not be- 


lieving his ſecond coming to render to every 
man according to his works, and Where 1t will 
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be. proved} that every man had a tallant lenr 
him to improve for the honour and glory of 
his Lord and Maſter, and that that ſervant that 
had bur one Tallent , had as purQuall know- 
ledg thar it was a Tallent that he received, as 
he that had five lent him , God doth nor lay 
impoſſhibilities nor unreaſonable tasks upon 
any, but as I have ſhewed you before, he hath 
left you a guide to walk alone by , yea if you 
will accept of it for your inſtrucer ; bur if 
you refufe to hear its voice, and to accept of 
Its infirutions , then will char little that you 
have be raken away and viven to hin that will 
improve 1t better , Mercy will not lack oppor- 
tunity to meer. you 1n the love, if you will but 
meet him there, where reaſon will inform you 
which is the way to jour eternall and everabid- 
able reſt. 

2. There is a thr2e manner of 1enorant zeal 
chat may cauſe theſe Witneſſes to put on Sack- 
cloath, and this is commonly termed rigorous 
or eryious zeal , foras there 18 a known envy, 
ſo there 15 an ignorant envy , ,and her2 indeed 
both ignorance and envy meet, or become one 
in their work of Perſ2cution, as Juſtice and 
Mercy meer in love, for the inftruRion of, thoſe 
thar will obey their voyce, and this ignorance 
andenv'ous zeal doth cauſe the Witneſſes to 

10urn , by reaſon of the affiictions chat ceaſe 
upon 
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upon them by and through a unity that is be- 


| tween them, and all others that are or may be 


aflited in any manner of way for profetling 


the name of Chriſt, as the Apolile Par! inſtan- 


| Ces, £4n one member of the bo.iy be affl ifted, and 


the reſt net ſuffer with it , and as the Propher 
Eſay exprefieth in. the 63 Chapter of his 
Prophelic and the ninth verſe, he intimates 
there, that there is ſuch a unity berween God 
and rhe Soul of a believer, that God is ſaid-ro 
ſuffer in what he ſuffers , ſpeaking there of his 
people 1ſrae!, he ſays in all rheir afflictions he - 
was afflicted , and the Angell of his preſerce 
ſaved them 3 ſo that asI ſaid befote, by reaſon 
of the unity and oneneſs that is between the 
Scriptures, and the obeyers of them , the 
Sctirtures may be ſaid to mourn whenever any 
2MiQtion is inflited upon any obeyer of it, for 
cheying the will and mind of Chriſt, and rheſe 
are many times perſecuted by ignorant zealors 
as the Apoſile Inſtances of the Jews , for had" 
they known it , they would nat have crucified 
the Lord of gloty, and this is inſtanced again in 
the 13 of Atts and 27. for they thar dwell at 
Jer#ſalem, and their rulers, becauſe they knew 
him not , nor yet the voice of the Prophers 
which are read every Sabath day, they have ful- 
filled them in condemning him, this 1s the igno- 
rant Zealots voice to perſecute and deftroy 
others , becauſe they will not be conformable 
7 Ho LO 
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to what they imagine is rtue and right,or ought | 
£0 be worſhiped , as they conceive this did at 
firſt ariſe from that pride in Cazx thar envied 
his Brother, for Gods loving of him , and ſo 
hath run through the loines of Eſay, Pharob, 
and Nebucadnezer , 1t not having run its race 
fully, yer, it begins to ſpring anery , and would. 
faine flow forth in all ages 3 you may eaſily 
diſcover it , if you are not Captivaced in the 

wers of darkneſs, for its voice is to cut off 
all rhoſe fromthe face of the earth, that ſhall 
any waies bear teſtimony againſt their unrea- 
ſonable and unjuſt ations , a ſmall portion of 
this you have brancht forth 1n the ſeventh of 
the Atts, and the 54 concetning Stephen , 
when they heard theſe things they were cat to 
the heart, aud gxaſhed on him with their teeth; 
Stephen having explained unto them the evil 
pf their doings, they enraged and ſtoned him , 
but Stephens doth not defire any of acquain- 
PTance to regulate his cauſe- by a morall Law, 
though he was ſtoned contrary to the in- 
rent © the Law , but rather mourns for 
them , and prays for them , defiring God 
to forgive them , urging it as a motive 
for God to forgive them, for they knew 
rot what they did, as you may read in the laſt 
verſe of that 7 Chapter , and he kneeled down 
and cryed with a loud voice, Lord lay not this (in 
. ' EÞ ic, -f «48255 -2 @ to 
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to their Charge. This is the voice of the Lambz 
who defireth ro ſuffer whatever ſhall be in- 
flicted upon him for the name or truth of 
Chriſt, rather then to feek for revenge, or his 
afflicers harm, for thar is as contradictory an 
enemy to the voice of rhe Lamb as can be in- 
venced for though all the wilde Beaſts of the 
Forreſt do hunt and roate after him as their 
prey, yet he ſecketh not te oppoſe them, or 


' make War againſt them, unleſle it be by his 


innocency and patience 3 but rather ſeeketh a 
ſuſtenance from the peaceful meddow, there 
co take its repoſe and delight ſcreening it ſelf 
forth of the exterior and beggerly rudiments of 
the Babyleniſh principle or Image into the 
Divine Mantion, Pallace or Station of Wiſ- 
dom, where it atraerh to it ſelf a knowledge 
far tranſcending the imaginary fancy of world- 


1ings 3 for whereas they pry after the ſcituati- 


on or building up of Eſa the ſubtile Hunter, 
Jacob is feeding the Lambs in the Meddowg, 
for if you follow Eſas you will chaſe the Hart, 
bur if you will approve your ſelves to be Sons 
of Jacob, you will endeavour to the utmoſt of 
your power to maintain the intereſt of the 
flock, and to feed the innocent Lambs, with 
Innocency and purity; this is the ſtation of rhe 


Lambs followers,and he that harh his mind cru- 


Iy fixed and grounded in the ſubſtancial and re- 
all part of true zeale, his mind cannot but at- 
D4 tract 
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crat, ard draw truth and vericy into the one- 
neſs of his defire, or Spirit, that is or 'will be 
as i#rural for ſuch ſo to do, as it is natural for 
the Loac-ſone to draw Iron toir, thouth 1 
ſuppele the on2 may work more by ſympathy 
chen the other, even as the mind of thoſe that 
have their portion in this peculiar and unfa- 
thomable Center, whoſe minds onely Iflues 
ferth, and retires back from its progreſſe, by 
the chariot of love,where it garhereth a ſuffici- 
ent quantity of ſufinance for it ſelf to feed on, 
yet before it granteth admittance of any diet, 
it tryeth 1t by the two Cherubims of rruth and 


equity, that 1t may aſſure it ſelf whether it be *_ 


any of the fruit of- the Tree of Life or not, 
which 15 ©- be, then will reaſon infrudt him to 
plant it in the Garden of content, in the midft 
of noderation, thar ſo it may be -ready for its 
nouriſhment at a time of need, and that 
it May oe preſerved from' the unſavo- 
ry frequdnting of the infe&ive quality, the 
which, if it be any waies' countenanced, will 
quickly grow predominant in 'their cogitati- 
ons, and ſo ſeek to attempr- the poyſoning thy 
choice plantsin thy wore worrhy vineyard,and 
ſo be inticeing thy: mind*forth of the nouriſh- 
ing treams: of: perſeverance, ' into the dark 
tin&ure of defirugion and ignorance 3 this 1s 
the ravening or- Wolviſh ſpiric, which hach 
EE CREE cloathed 
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cloathed it ſelf with a pretended zeal to perſe- 
cute, Or to kill all the Lawbs of rhe flock of 
Chriſt ; this 1s that Spirit by which all the 
Prophets have been perſecuted, as you may 
read in'that 7. of the Atts 53. and alſo b 
which Saz/ perſecuted the Church of God, 
as he exfrefled , Philippians 3.6. and alſo 
the ſame Spirit by which King Sal did break 
the Promiſe, League or Covenant that Iſrael 
had made with G3beon, as you may read in the 
2 of Samuel 21, 2, Now the children of I[ra- 
el had ſworn unto them to let them live, and 
Saul ſought to ſlay them in his zeal tothe chil- 
dren of [ſrael and Judah, Many people would 
highly commend ſuch an ation as this, for a 
King to have ſuch zeal for his people or fami- 
ly, ſurely they would adore the ations of ſuch 
a one with great applauſe, what Saxls love. & 
zeal ſo great for 1ſrael, as to ſeek their re- 
venge On G:beon, for Gibeons treachery to 
Iſrael, in inticing them with a falſe report, 
ro.enter into Covenant with them 3; the de- 
ſcription of which you may read in that g. 
Chaprer of Joſh#a, the which withont queſtion 
might paſſefor a ſuſhcient provocation to pre- 
voke Saul, ſeeing his zeal was ſo great for 1/- 
rael, that he ſeemed engaged by his honour, to 
ſeek his peoples revenge upon ſo treacherous a 
people, who had offended God in belying an 

crut: 


TT ——— con FIR _—_ en, 
4 Ts —— _ _ a - 


# oy 
_ _ 
Kd <I> 
Pn 
—_— — 
Is. $4 > _— 
a - 
-- 
- 


OT 


< 42) 
truth,in ſaying, that they did nat live among oh 
them, as you may read the whole manner "of 
the engagement in that 9. Chap.of Joſhua 1ſra- 
el might have pleaded, Uh though they, did 
enter into Covenant with them ar thar time, 
& they was overſwayed by their Prrinces to ler 
chem live, yet their reſolution, .though'it was 
ſuch, is now altered by their ſeeing an evilin | 
It, nay I will appeal ro the conſcience of thoſe 
chat have accounted themſelves in a far higher 
favour with God then ever Sawul was, whether 
greater Looſneſs then this might nor a ſlipr | 
with a plauſible paſſe, either in private or pub- 
lick, but however, to forewatn all others how 
they offend God in this nature under a pre- 


rence of zeal or Religion. I will manifeſt unto 


you the effects of Sauls 26a) fot Iſrael, that 
you may plainly ſee, that what ever you a& 
chat is not morally juft, cannot be ſpiritually 
©60d, though {ome of eminent parts in other 
chings, have not orly allowed the breaking of 
moral promiſes upon ſpiritual accounts, bur 
have promiſed them ſecurity in { doing, this 
Is riot a reſt for any Son of Zo, to Ray him- 
ſelf on, as any ſure ſoundarion, for God will 
never leave afflicting or chaſtifing his people 
for ſuch rhings, till "he hath manifeſted unto 
them, that the Babyleniſh garment 1s nor only 
amonglt chem, bur he will affi&t them ill ir be 
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burned or deftiroyed -, and truly it is like to be 
very ſad with thoſe whom God ſhall leave cha- 
tifine, before the evil that they have commitr- 


red be caſt forth of their minds, it muſt needs 


argue that Gods love hath been dejeRted and 
1s departed from their preſence, for God will 
not depart from afflicting 1ſree! till David had 
made the League firm. again with Gzbeon, 
rhoush theſe people had as much to plead thar 
they broke their League upon a ſpiritual ac- 
count, as any I think can have ſince their days, 
as I have expreſſed in my Jeruſalems glory, to 
which I ſhall refer you, and proceed ro the ef- 
fe&s of Sawls breaking the Promiſe or League 
with Gibeon, 

' Firſt, Saxl is flain upon Mount Gzboah, af- 
ter his death, his people are divided and fall 
ro War amongſt themſelves, and after they 
were united by David, yet there remaineth a 


difatisfaion m Gods Juſtice for their break- 


ing their promiſe with Grbeox 3 and a Peſti- 


lence is inflicted upon them three years, year 


after year, Jt is not Sarxls death that could 
appeale it, till David enquired of the Lord, 


what it was that ſo much diſpleaſed bim, and 


cauſed Iſrael! ro be infe&ed, that this wrath 


would not be turn'd away from affliting them? 


The anſwer you have in the 1. verſe of that 2x 


Chapter of Samnel, It was for Sanl and his: 


| bloody 
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bloody Houſe, becauſe he {ſlew the Grbeorrtes, * 
and when Dav:ia knew the occaſion, he defired 
ro know of the C:beomtes, What ut Was that 
would recori'pence them for the 1njury they 
| had ſuſtained by Sax/s breaking the Covenant? 
and they delire nzither gold nor filver, but ſe- 
ven cf Sauls Sons to be delivered to them, 
whom they took and hanged,and ſo Juſtice be- 
came (atisfied, andmercy mer them in repen- 
rance, and the Peſtilence ceaſed, and God be- 
comes their Defender again. One would think 
this ſhould fear thoſe char have any love to. 
cheir own Souls,leſt rerment ſhould ſeize up- 
en them. 
I :0pe the 1gnoranteſt of men will ſome- 
what conſider with themſelves, what will be- 
come of them in the larter end, (or in time to 
come). Let them bur fic down and conſider 
with their own hearts, what great crimes they 
have commurted, and what a great wound this 
one offence did make in //rael, for their not 
la: ing hold upon repentance rill Juftice. was 
Put 1n execution : even ſo let me entreat you 
ro be wary of your catriage in theſe days, that 
you do not offend the Lord, and provoke him 
ro anger by your zealous inſtitutions in ſuch a 
day as this is, leſt he bring a famine upon us, 
as he threatned to do in the time of. Ames,for 
the ignorant zeal that they profeſſed, the de- 
ſcription 
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ſcription of which you may. readin the $. of 
Amos and the 11. Behel the {ayes come [auth 

the Lora, that I will ſend a famine in the land, 
not a famine of bread o of thirſt for water , but 

of hearing the word of the Lord; the reaſon 

of the Lords being moved to this hight of fury 

was their ſtoring up of violence and robbery,as 
you may read in the 3, of Amos and rhe 10. 

verſe, and for their injuſtice toward the poor , 
for which he had aflited them with ſcarcity of 
bread, and yer they would not return co him, 
nor to the waies of trurch, as you may read in 
the 4.o0f Ames and the 6. and ſo forward to 
the end of the Chapter, ſays the Lord there, 
And alſo | have given you cleanneſs of teeth 
71 all your Citys, and want of bread 12 all your 
places, yet have you net returned unio me. SO 
thatzas I ſaid before, it is the Lords pleaſure to 
inform thoſe people, that will be informed of 


his diſpleaſure. 


Firſt, By intreating them to return by his 
Prophets, and by his revealed word, bur if 
they will not hear him there, then he will 
ſpeak to them in chaſtiſements, and corre&t- 
ons of the hody, and if they will ſtill forbear, 
yer the wo of God doth many times ſo far 
prevaile (ich Juſtice, ro wait in the forbear- 
ance of God a little longer, and ſo it works 
upon -the mind, by affliitting that with the 

want 
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want of its uſuall food , that 6 we thay ome. 
to di'cerne the diſpleaſure of the Lord againſt 
us, all zheſe inftrudtions proceed from the mer- 
cy ſeat , bur if none of theſe will work upon 
our minds, then mercy is enforced to yeild up 
its aſſumation unto Juftice, and ſo Juſtice ſeek- 
eth its juſt revenge by. iſſuing forth into juds- - 
ment, the which produceth weeping and gnaſh- 
ins of teeth , thele are the efteRts of a peoples 
forſaking their God by Idolizing an.imaginary 
way , or fancying a worſhip only. in the ſhew 
or Cerimonies , as you may read of theſe Jews 
thar obſerved rhe new Moons and the Sabbaths, 
and the Songs of the Temple, as 1s expeſled in 
the begining of the 8 Chapter of Amos, bur 
the Prophet laments over them, and pronounc- 
eth a woe againſt them for the evil of their 
actions, as in the fourth verſe, Hear this, O 


Je that ſwallow up the needy , ewen to make the 


poor of the land to fail; ſaying,when will the new 
Hoes be gone, that we may ſell Corne ? and the 
Sabb:th,that we may ſet forthWheat making the 
Ephah (mall,and the ſhekel ereat,and falſifying 
the balances by deceit, that we may buy the poor 


for Silver , and the needy of a pair of Shooes, 


yea & ell the refuſe of our Wheat that was 1ſ- 
racls deſire it ſeems at that time only to walk 


in the ſeeming Ordinances of the devine 


Law , and alſo in the ſeemins ftatures of their 
morall 
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' morall law , ſuppoſing ic no rigor norbreach of 


che Law of their Land , that they ated and 
ſo they could nor believe that they were offen- 
ders, for they had ſuch a zeal for God , asro 
obſerve the new Moons and the Sabbaths , and 

the Songs of che Temj-le , which was as much 


, of Religion as they found exprefled for their 
duty in thoſe days, bur they had forgotren that 


they ſhould love therr Netghbour as their ſelf , 
ſo that as they thought rhey were perfect per- 
formers of the Law, they wete perfectly dif- 


 anullers of it in their duty roward God and 
' tman ; Ifear chere is too too many ſuch Zea- 


lors in our time, who if they enquire and have 
a ſurety , as they think chat they have not of- 


fended the morall Larv of the Land, rhey value 


not the offence of Conſcience toward God , 
ſuppohng themſelves {»fe enough , as if they 
had rather ſpeak a hundred words of faltity to 


. provoke the jult God ro wrath , then to ſpeak + 


ove whereby the Law of a Land may call chem 
oftenders, not rhar I would adviſe any man to 
break the Law of a Land,either in word or deed 
if ic may ſtand with the truths of God 3 but 
that which I {peak cheifly co, 1s, rhar men ſeem 
to be terified inore for fear of the Laws of men 
taking hold of them , rhen for their offending 
the Laws of God, I ſpeak not this to ſhame 
any , bur rather ro admoniſh all to take bee 

caart 
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that they do not become breakers of both iy 
one 3 theſe Jews that I mentioned in my fore- 
ooing words , did ſuppoſe they were in a very 
iafe Condition, in that none could tax them 
their being guiltPof the Lawes of the Land,not! 
of their not obſervins the Ceremenies and! 
Rites that were inſtitured for them ro Wor: 
ſhip God in, for they were as Paw! ſayes, 
Philip the 3. and the 6. reuching the Righte- 
onu[neſs which is in the Law blameleſs, but 
when hecame to know Chriſt , he underſtood 
| he was at aloſs in truſting in theſe things, -and' 
in depending in the ſhadows of thinos , and: 
neglecting the ſubGance which reacheth them! 
. ro perſecute and to deſtroy others, rathe: then; 
to love and nourith, as Pan/ inſtances in that 
ſixth verſe of the third Chapter of the Philip., 
before mentioned , this is a wounding or ſlay- 
ing of Mercy, and Juſtice , and the > Faors 
of The ſoul from ics delighrfull Ration of Di- 
vine Wiſdome , to be involved and wrapt in 
the exterior and beggerly allurements of the 
world, the fleſh and the Devil by conſenting 
ro which, it atracterh to it ſelf a fancied lofti- 
neſs and pride, ſuppoſing it ſelf able enough ro 
raiſe or build hie Towers or Fabricks of (afety 
co icituate it ſelf in,where it will not abide the 
inſtruction of that inrelligencer that ſtand 
knocking at the door as an Agent or Meflen- 


Der 
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oer of love ſent from the mercy ſeat of the 


reſerving and uniting principle of peace , but 
will r ather adhere to the exterior inftitutions 
of the cuſtornary worldlings, and nor ro be re- 
preved of that , as I remember the Prophet 


Micah doth expreſs in the ſecond Chapter of 


his Propheſie, and the fixth, concerning Iſrael 
who were given up to this bl,ndneſs ot zeal , 
and would not be reproved of it, Propheſie ret 
ſay they to them that Propheſie , they ſhall not 
Propheſie to them that they tale not ſhame , it 
appears that theſe Propters might Propheſie in 
choſe dayes , ſo that they did not Propheſie 
unto them, or of them, and the reaſon was be- 
cauſe they would not be diſcovered to be what 
in reality they were, as it 1s a uſuall thing for 
all wicked men whatever to take no delight in 
any thing that ſtrikes ar the defi:u&tion of any 
one vanity that he doth commonly make uſe of 
for the exerciſe of his fancy,nor to be repxoved 
of thoſe things that it may be his Conſcience 
may rell him many tires he is guilty of ; this 


' « was that zealous perſecutor that perſecuted the 


Church of God in all ages where it had any face 
of morall authority to aſſiſt it, as all the Pro- 
phets and Apoliles have experienced by their 
ſuferings, becauſe they did refuſe to become 
Actors upon the ſtage of Hypocrihie, and deceit, 
and did reprove others for their ungodly a&ti- 
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ons, as you may read all along rhe Scriptures , ' 
this was that that cauſed Jerexwahs umpriſon- 
ment, and Zachariehs death, and Chrifts de- 
Jecions and death, terming him a mad man z 
2 breaker of the Sa:both , a Wine bi5b-r, and | 
a freind of Publicans and Sinners, and co ſay that | 
Eliah wasa troubler of Iſrael, I m'ghe 1nttance | 
Abell, Abraham, Lot, $ampjon, David, Jobe, | 
| Eſay, and all the reſt of the Prophets and Apo- 
Ales 3 bur that I ſuppoſe many of you ate nor 
12norant of it , how they were periecuted de- 
jected and deſpiſed for their love co thoſe peo- | 
ple, amongſt whom they lived, it is a tad omen + 
of a ſad infected Conſcience,when it will nat a- 
bide the reproof no! inftrui-ns of equity and 
rruth 3 1t 1s much-to be feared that heart will : 
faint when 1t comes to the tryalil of the ſpiritu- | 
all God, for that 1s an unden/able maxi:i; 1n 
Religion , thar if any ,profeflor once beginto 
ſl:ght ggproof by their being puffed up with che 
pride of heart, the end of that man 1s much ro 
be feared,for the Righteous bearerth all things, 
and ſuffereth all things , as 1t is inſtanced of 
David, 2 Samnel, 16. Chapter, from the 10, 
verſe to the 14, concerning Shimmer , curling 
him , he anfwers , who knowerh but the Lord 
hath ſent him, and bid hin curſe him, therefore 
he ſuffereth him to proceed till he had ended 
what he had to ſay againe Hezakiah ; he 
reads Rabjhekehs reviling Letter , as you wy 
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read in the 37. Chapter of ſaab and the x4. 
and Hezehiah recerved the Letter from the 


hand of the Mergers and read it , and He- 
zehiah wont up to the 
ſpread 14 before the, Lord 3 he doth not goin. 


Houſe of the Lord , and 


the heighr of his ſpirit to dejze& and reprove 
the reprover , but goerh co the Lord to ask 
Counſel of him, and to defire char his name 
may be glorified, and his truth advanced, and 
doth not dare to revile where God doth 
not, as Balaam expreſleth 1a that 23.0f Num- 


K bers, and the 8. How ſhall I curſe where God 


hath not curſed, or how ſhall I defie » whons the 
Lord hath not defied? no the people of God are 
fearful leſt, God ſhould deal with them accor- 
ding to the (trineſs of his Juſtice, knowing 
that their offence hath deſerved ir at his hands; 
bur thoſe that ſeem to be Zealous when they 
countenance any one vanity they will not abide 
reproofe for it . O do but conſider with your 
ſelves whar ir is that will not abide reproving! 
ſurely 1t 1s nor of the ſpirit of God, for that 1s 
centle, and long ſuffering, no , give it what 
rerme you will , it will prove to be no better 
then error , for the proof of this you way ſee 
it verified, inthe 36. Chapter of Jerimiab , 
and the 23. concerning Jehejak;ms being ter- 

rified at the words of the Lord, ſent by Jerems- 

ah and Barach unto him to reprove him of his 
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errors,but he takes it and burns it in the fire, Lit 
would deſtroy his vaine and his luftfull de- 
fires to adhear unto that;no it ſeemed to him as 
an enemy unto his d-light even as Ahab ſaid to 
Eliakyhaſt thou Found me O mine Enemie 1. of 


K1ngs5,21.and 20. this was he that is ſaid to be_ 


the troubler of [ſrael,bur it proved that he was 
a lover of [/7ee! and Ahab a troubler;bur taat 
1s a terme thought good enough for theſe that 
jhall rell them of rheir wickedneſs,and to feed 
ſuch a one with bread of affli tion, and water of 
aff ion, even as Micai was by Ahab for his 
love to the truth , becauſe he would nor pro- 
pheſie a falſe Viſion unto him , 1n telling him 
that if he went to Rawoth Guleod, he thould 
not proſper , as you may read in 1. of Kings 
Chapter 21. 27. this cheifly hath its derivacion 
from the pride in a mans heart, of the greatneſs 
of his name, wealth, or actions, that produceth 
ſuch a forgerfulneſs of his Rtrengeh and know- 
ledg , by which "he * ſupprefſeth the truth 
by his exalting himſelf into an imaginary 
throne of ſelfconceiredneſs , of his own build- 
ing or fabricating there, to hid his ſoul take its 
reſt, for there is an appearance of much g ood 
laid up for it there, bur wh'l'ſt he 1s crving 
peace peace ufito his Soul in this (tation, ſudden 
deſtruction ſeiſeth upon him and ruinateth it 
for ever, this reſt may well he compared to 
chat reſt that 7ſracl did aſſume to them- 
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ſelves in the time of che Prophet Aticab in- 
Ranced in the 2. Chapter of his Propheiie and 
the 9,10, II, verſes where the Lord compiains 
that the Zeal of the Prophers and people had 
taken away his glory for ever, therefo:e the 
Prophet invites them from thence, ſaying ariſe 
and depart, for this is not your reſt,becaule it 
is polluted, 1t ſhall deſtroy you witha ſore de- 
truction; this was aſad time with cM:ca, and 
all choſe that kept 1n the truths of c,od, when 
the Multicude would not abide the true in- 
firuction nor reproof of the Propher Micah , 
who became ſo much a defirer of their Sou's 
healch and welfare, bur they were given up 13:0 
rhe volupttous ptide & vanities of the World , 
and to oppreflion, 1nyuſtice, and Idotarry . and 
drunkenneſs , and they had rather follow thoſe 
chat Propheſie liberty unto them in fuch chings, 
then to adhear to any that ſhould reprove 
them for (o doing, as you ma” read inthe 17. 


' verſe, if a man walking in the :pirir of fal:1:05d 


do lie ſaying , I will Propnefie unto ties: of 
Wine , and of ſtrong drink , he ſhall cven be 
rhe Prophet to this people this was the *-t? 
thar J/rael/ did take irs repoſe in ar chat £112 | 
and I wiſh 1r may nor be cruly applyec 7 4 
mans Conſcience, whether this fin Mt rt 

had a paſs granted for its true prog'e Þ 7 
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admittance with many 3 if avy ſuch there were 
that have been guil:y of this crime , aud are 
dead , I queſtior: noc but they have given up 
their account for it . if any living , I hope the 
Lord will ſhew them ſo much of their own 
folly , as not to teaci others by their own 
aRions ; ro walk ſo prohainly and looſly as to 
defaime the ! .od, that they profeſs themſelves 
by words to be followers of knowing that it 
will prove the worſt of, [peaches or words that 
any man can utter in the end, to Preach or 
Prophefie his own deſtruction, for know this 
that thou thar teache(t another , do*t either 
reach or condemn thy ſelf , for what greater 
witneſs car. man have as tothe diſcovery that 
he diſcernes, bur words cr aCtiens , though 
God tryerh the heart alin, yet let this be your 
ehſervartion, that if the (treames are bitter, the 
Fountain car not be ſweet , every Creature of 

| Cod is good 1n 1ts nouriſhing quantity and 
<uality , but if you exceed that you will break 
the two Raves cf heauty, and bonds wherewith 
you oughr to feed the flock of Chriſt > Zecha- 

riah 11. & 7. 

4. here is a fourth manner of zeal,that may 

be ſaid to break theſe two ſaves of beauty and 

. bonds, or cauſe juſtice and mercy to put on 
Sackcloath, and this is a negligent, or rather a 
wilſull peircipg of them , thrice happey > 
OF oe wy ed TE rhat ' 
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chat 19 not any ways guilty of thisCrime,ſo as to 
fin againſt knowlcdg. all fin 1s ev1ll & deſtruQtive 
to the well-being of a ſoul, but ro fin after 
that they know it to be fin, this 1s as much as if 
aman ſbould ſeek to fortifie himſelf againſt the 
Lord , to oppoſe and oveithrow him , as to 
what he is in his manifeſtations or outgoings , 
and thoſe thar ſhall any waies ſeek ro over- 
throw the Lord . or im: :11o0n his truths know- 
ingly within the vain & feihly hearts, crucify- 
109 the Lord of glory daily or afreſh, as the 
Apoſtle inſtances in that fixth of the Hebrews 
and che fixth , it ſeems impoſſible of reſtoring 
ſuch again to the anextion of Uhriſt , or the 
unity of his truths, but rhe wrath of God is 
provoked , and may be feared wherever any 
ſuch gueſts are entertained, as the Apoſtle Paxl 
inſtances in the firſt Chapter of the Epiltle ro 
the Romans, and the 18, and 19. For the 
wrath of Gol tsrevealed from Heaven againſt 
the ungodlineſs of men, who hold the trath in 
unrighteouſneſs, becauſe that which may be 
k nown of God , 1s manifeſt in them , for God 
hath ſhewel it unto them, and as you have it 
more plainly in the 21. verſe » Becauſe that 
when they knew God , they glorified hims not as 
God, the Apoſtle urges it as a guilt that 
draws the wrath of God upon us, if we become 
neglivent and willfull diſobeyers of Gods com- 

| E 4 mands 
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- mands, yet I fear the greateſt ſort of profeſſors 
| have ſome guilt ro aniwer for in this thing, for 


\ 
. 
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che not hearkening to the voice of the Pro- 
.phets, to walk 2rd at according to what is 
m:anif:ſted unto them , as indeed 1t doth too 
n-cnifeſtly appear that the generall part of men 
do at this time ſeek rather to praCtiſe ſuch de- 
viſed and imaginary ways of worſhip , as will 
afford them molt liberty to Cloak over , {hd 
hide their licenſious and deftructive wayes of 
ating from mens taking norice of ir , 1magin- 
ing that to be a ſafe hiding place from "the 
Worlds taking notice of their evil actings , and 
ſo their credit will be upheld amoneſt men 
and from thence will How; oreat 2pplauſe , and 
what need is there for them to take further 
care whether the thing they do be 900d or 
evil, ſo that they can bur gain profit and ho- 
nour amone(t men, and ſeeing they are bad 
freinds to abide or live rooether, 1 It 18 very like - 
ly one will faiſe , ſor no man can ſerve two 
Maliers , but one of then muſt be negleQed , 

therefore if I muſt part with one, it 1s better to 
part with ttuth then to part with my honour 
and applauſe amoneſt men ; for if I ear asto 
the laws of God, I can :epent of that hereafter, 
bur if 1 ſhould looſe my eſtate , honour or ap- 
plauſe amongſt men, vt would be a hard matter 
tO regaine that again , and ſceing I can repent 
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of my fins, I may keep my eſtate too, as ir is 2 
oeneral maxim amongl{t men , of two evils ro ' 
chuſe the leflor } which maxim 1s expedient if 
truly interpreted ; bur to interprer 1t thus , 
that it is a leflor evil to deny the Lord and cru- 
cifie him daily by. our unjuſt actions , in deny- 


_ Ing thecruth , and in falfifying oaths and en- 


oagement, rather then h2zard the loſs of their 
eſtates » honour, or applauſe ; pardon me to 
think this to be the letler evil, and 1n truth any 
one might look upon me as a great enimy to 
them, if I ſhould condeſcend to ſuch interpre- 
pretations, if they ſhould be guilty in any ſuch 
crime , but I will rather ſeek to admonith ſuch 
co bid all ſuch gueſts adew, and not to give 
them any entertainment within their breaſts, 
leaſt they procure a worſe ſore, for do nor 
miſtake your ſelves, every beleiver is bound to 
the Lord by Obligation, ar his firſt entrance in- | 
co the true profetſion of Religion, in which as 
the Apoſile ſays, was become one with him , 
and it 1s not that no Oath can be made, as ma- 
ny think it cannor,& ate abſolutely perſwaded 
without calling Gods naite ſo as by the name , 
whereby he created mankivd , which name 1s 
God, for if you ſay intruth, truth 1s an attri- 
bute of God. and ſuch a one as he is pleaſed to 
iate himſelf to be in the nature of , 2s he ; 
ſal 
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ſaid to belove, therefore whoſoever doth aQ 
falſly, or unjuſtly, doth deny that unmoveable | 
and uncontinable, and ever abidable God in his 
man:f=:itations or diſcoveries,for no one can be 
ſaid ro bring God to witneſs any thing, as he 
' Is ſaid to be unſearchable or unconfineable, or 
in his Center, bur in his manifeſtations , and 
there it is that he 1s deſcerned to be a God of 
love and of truth, for no one can be ſaid ro 
enter into Covenant with any one, unleſs it be 
diſcerned by him what it is that he engageth_ 
himſelf withall , for a unity conſiſts not of 19- 
norance, bur of knowleds , and herein was it ' 
that 1ſ7ae/ is ſaid to ſwear at their entering in- 
to Covenant with the Lord in Mount S1a:s, 
upon the falfifying of which Oath , the Lord 
1s ſaid to affli& them, as is inſtanced in almeſt 
If ner all the Prophets, the ſumm of which you 
have exprefſed in that 24 Chapter of Frodms, 
and the 3 and 7 verſes, And all the people an- 
ſwered with one voyce , and (aid. all the words 
that the Lord hath ſaid, will we do, and be obe- 
dient , and ſo likewiſe' in rhe ſeventh verie , 
And they ſaid all that the Lord hath l aid, will 
we do. an: be obedient. this would ſeem bur a 
kind of a ſmal! perry promiſe with many pro- 
feſſors in our time, and that to men , and not 
ro {-00d, for the ingagement that 1ſrael ingaged 
ro, was to Afeſes ; for they durit not appear 

| before 
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before God , ſo as to ſpeak with him face to 
face, but yer whatever is ſpoken in his pre- 
ſence, and he tak=th norice of it as ſpoken ro 
ze | himſelf, even as he inſtances by the Propher 
1e | Jeremiah in the third Chapter of his Prophefie 
Ir | and the 14. Tur» O backsliding Iſrael ſaith 
d | the Lord, for I ammarried unto you, and I will 
f | take you oxe of a City, and two of a Family,and 
0 | I'willbrizg you to Zion; the Propher inſtances 
e | the marriage to be compleated by ſuch Oaths 
1 | or Condeſcenfions of the mind, and ſeeing the 
| | Lord ' was married unto them in the time of 
> || their Union, or engageing , and they were now 
. | returned from their engagement to deny the 
| Lord to be their Husband , or inftruRer , yer 
he Lord doth fill patiently wait , and dehfire 
them to return and meer him in their engage- 
ment or marriage, leſt he poure his fury down 
| upon them,and deſtroy them, but to ſhew him- 
| ſelf tobe a mercifull and loving Husband , he 
/ intreats them to return again unto him , as 1s 
| Inftanced in three places in this third of Jere- 
| mah, in the firſt verſe , the Propher inſtances 
it by a compariſon , comparing 1t to the en- 
gagement berween a man and his Wife ; They 
' ſay. if a man put away his Wife, and ſhe goe 
from him, and become anether mans, and he re- 
\ turnto her apain, ſhall not that land be greatly. 
polluted , but thou haſt played the Harlot with 
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back ſlding Children,and I will heal your back- 
ſledings ; | ſuppoſe it needleſs to inſtance any 
more Scriptures for the proof of this,it being ſo 
frequencly known by all rhat' mind the reading 
of rhe Scrivrures, that God aoth look upon any 


Or ma-7:age ar that time, & he 1s accounted as a, 
breaker or Falfifier of their bonds of marriage 1 
if ce ever.revolt from thar profeſſion of faith, 
grounded, as I may ſs ſay in htm, by thac Unity 
and taith in believing that God 1s able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt thoſe that come 1n 
Thar way to tim ; and indeed ſhall 1 deal 
plainly with you , I muſt needs confeſs I 
an of ite 1nudoment of Zocrates, the Hearhen 
io tis perficuler, that any one word ſpoken 
mode: ately upon any weighty buſineſs as ro ena 
any Controverſie, or begin , of effe& any en- 
e29eMent , as an oath before God, though 


w14ny lovers, yet return again unto me ſaith the| 
Led. and ſo again in the 22 verſe, Returs Je 


bele:ver that once hath appearedin the true pro-| 
feilionof true 2rounded zeal,as in union oneneſs | 


. words are hut a diſcovery to men , whar it 15 
thar the heart hath engaged to, or ought to 
eng22e1n before God , before the word ought 
ro he uttered, for if the rongue do nor anſwer 
to men woat 1s done before God tn the heart , 
which no man can know afſluredly wherher rt 
be ſo or not ; yet God knowing the Wy 
Ss Tie 
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the mind 3 and knoweth that whatever doth 
nor agree in the intention of the mind , with 
the expreſſion of the tonguezis bur a falfiry be- 
fore God 3 I ſhall make uſe of the Apolile 
Pauls Argument to confirme , this unto you 
mſtanced inthe 10. of the Romans and the 10. 
for with the heart man belerveth unto Righte- 
onſneſs , aud with the mouth confeſſion is made 
unto ſalvation, andin the 11. for the Scripture 
faith , whoſoever beleiveth in bim (hall not be 
ebamed, ſo rhat as I ſaid before, the words of 
men bofore God are cheifly concerned in 
heart', whether they are of falſity or of truth , 
and in the utterance to men for the uſe of che 
rongue, is to declare the work of God im the 
heart , and to manife{t unto others what rhe 
| Lord hath done for us or for others. 

Bur this not being uſually repeated amongRt 
men , will be apt ro be darkned by the Cu- 
Romary uſes or orders 11 a Jand or place, con- 
| cerning whar others thnik or have rhouehrt an 
oath to be ; bur as for my own part, 1 findine 
ſuch a charge upon my ſpirit to ſpeak what the 
Scriptures do manitelily declare to me to be an 
oath,or what it is thar God dorhtake notice of 


' 1n the Scriptures to be an oath, thar I ſhall nor 
ſtand to take notice what it is that others con- 
clude, bur rather lay down my minJ, knowing 


| that I muſt anſwer for what I here ſhall mart 
Shs feſt 


(62) 
feſt, and not others ; it is my Soul rhar will 
have the proportion:ble account either in tor- 
ment or 1n joy; this really conſidered with all 
men , would certainly adviſe them vo be wary 
what they ſay or do, and leaſt I ſhould ſeem to 
leave this peritculer not fully opened I ſhall 
eve theſe two inflances of Scripture , and ſo 
ſhall leave it to your conſideration, ſuppoſing 
that if \ our Conſciences are not ſeared with 
che cominon traditionall cuſtomes of men, you 
will ſomwhat perceive ir ; the firſt is in the 
fourth Chapter of the Pro;heſie of the Prophet 
Jeremah and the 2. 4nd they (hall ſmear 
the Lord liveth in truth, in judgment, and in 
Rrghteouſneſs; and if you do but mind the 
follo«ing words 1n the third verſe, theſe peo- 
ples ſwearing 1s termed to be a matter of ation 
in the neart in returning unto the Lord , as 
the Propher rells chem ; break wp your Follow 


groun!, aud ſowe no more amongſt thornues. \t 
Is 2a uniting of the heart to a lovely obedience|. 
of the Commands of God, that cauſeth a Union 


between Chrift and a believers Soul ; and nor 
a matter of words only, for the Jews, as Chrilt 
ſaid , expreſſed that they themſelves would 
follow, ſo that the heart of men being known 


before God cannot deceive him , though the! 


Q,_lea £& © 


A” oa ©_” wa, 9» ry 195 


rongue may deceive men 3 for he knoweth be-\ 
| fore we ſpeak , what 1s the intention of rhe 
| | | heart, | 


a - - 4s F " PR — *.. 
Te CES T2 ad ond Pee T5 
— CC | 


' 
' 
{ 


: 
- 
* & 


(83) 
heart » the ſecond is in the fifch of Jerewriab , 
and the ſecond, And though they ſay the Lord 
liveth , ſurely they ſwear falſly , che Propher 
urgeth it as a falle Oath 1n ſayins the Lord liv- 
ech , and that wasby reaſon of their manifold 
wickedneſs, 1n that there was not a Righteous 
man found in the City, to deliver it from the 
exccuation of Gods Juſtice, and herein are 
ou: words with men accounved Oaths with 
God, in thar the tongue 1s or ought to ve the 


| true diſcoverer of what is in the heart, for God 


doth not like man,command more truth in one 
word then in another,rhc1:gh one may be eaſier 
pardoned then another, by reaſon man :* ay fin 
againſt knowledg, in ſaying that that he know- 
eth is not ttue, and this is a membe: of that 
ſociety that perſecuterh the true diſcoveries of 
Ged, and &© but mark what the Apofile Paul 
doth diſcover of theſe wilfull offenders, in the 
tenth of the Hebrews , and the 26. and 27. 
For if we ſin wilfully after that we have recerv- 
ed the knowledg of the truth, there remaineth 
no more [acrifice for ſin , but a certain fearfull 
looking for of Judgment and fiery indignation 
which ſhall devour the adverſaries, thus you 
ſee what a CErtain aflurance you have of Gods 


| diſpleaſure , 1f you fall inco fin wilfully or a- 
| gainſt knowledpg » yea In ſuch a narure thar he 


ſeems to deny us as it were for to be worthy 
of 
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of receiving the former mercyes that he hath 
beſtowed upon us , for ſeeing that we have not 
priſed the mercy of God'when he hath nor on- 
ly rendered it unto us , but made us heirs of it 
by knowledge alſo ; I ſay , if we then come to 
account 1t as'an unholy thing by our unjuſt 
actions in not walking up to that light that we 
rave received , bur give heed to the deceitful 
mticements of this world , we ſhall affli&t ana 
peirce the Witneſſes , anddo deſpite unro the 
{pirit of grace, as the Apoſtle Pas! exprefieth 
in the tenth of the Hebrews, and the 29. It is 
ſa1d there that thoſe that have wilfully and neg- 
Iigently erred in giving oyer their minds to 
work, that that is an abomination before God, 
after they have known what it 1s to act truth 
in obedience to the will of God, and thoſe to 


fall away in denying what they . have known 


ro be true, 1twill be a hard matrer for chem to 
Conquer that licenſious, deſtru&ive, and da- 
bolicall gueſts. for after thar he doth grant him 
2Cmittance knowingly, he hath as it were given 
all power of Conqueſtforth of his own hands, 
and diſerabled hiniſelf of making oppokition, as 
Chriſt inſtances in the twelfrh of Matthew. and 
the 43, 44 45. verſes , whemthe nnclean ſpirit 
# gore out of a man , he walketh through dry 
places, ſeeking reſt, and findeth wone 3; then he 
faith, I will retura intomine honſe whence] come 
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he 


out, and when he is come, he findeth ir emp- 


ty ſwept and garniſhed , then goeth he, and 
caketh with himſelf 7 other ſpirits worſe then 
himſelf , and they go in and dwell there , and 
the laſt fate of chat man, 1s worſe then the 
firſt, 

Do not miſtake your ſelves my indeared 
friends, for of whomloever a man 1s overcome, 
of the ſame, he 1s brought into bondage , for 
our ſouls fand as it were in Eder, Or the Gat- 
den of freedomezart their firſt moving into this 
life, where we have the two manner of fruits 
preſented before us , and reaſon or. deſcerning 
branchr forth in its perfect lultre, whereby we 
may clearly ſee the obedient parr and the diſo- 
bedient parc. now God having left us reaſon as 

a guide or Watchman; [o thac ſo long as we eye 
= Commands of God., and reach after the 
fruits of obedience., we ſhall ſee the Tree of 
life 1n. the mid'(t of the Garden 3; bur. f we 
conſenc to the voice of the Serpent, and ga- 
ther of the fruits of diſobedience, or knowlede 
of good and evil, then our portion will be 
witoout the freedom? inithe thick and dark ſci- 
ruation in the retractive and degenerate calme, 
from whence we can ferch noching » Or no c0- 
vering to cover our ſelves wirhall bur- Fig- 
leaves, with the which covering we thall be a- 


ſhamed to behold the pure Godin the face or 
F love, 
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love ,.or to abide! in the ſtation of preſervati- 


on 3 therefore the flaming Sword , or Gods 
Juſtice in defending the Tree of life , cats us 
forth into the Land of Ned, or fear there to 
participate of the various dit with the Chil- 
dren of the Bond-woman , till love reſcue us 
by its incerceeding property , from whence 
mercy 1s produced ; the eftes of which mani- 
ſeſted, cauſerh our foul to return to irs efſen- 
riall worthy or beauty , there to arme it ſelf 
with that Royall purity , as a robe of efitnati- 
on thenin its fight, whereby ir at:a&erh to 1t 
ſelf that undeniable balme of faich, ro ap- 
proach before the Throne of the ever-living 
God, with all boldneſs and confidence; this 1s 
the oy] rat the wiſe Virgins have trimed their 
Lamps withall. chart they may bz alwayes ready 
when ever their Lord ſhall come 3 this is'the 
Wedding {arment , and whoſoever getteth it 
on, will not be cenyed entrance at the Wed- 
ding , where all rhe cuelis will be decked and 
arayed 1n thiy manner 3 for without purity it is 
impoſſible to ſee God ,- as he is in his work of 
preſefyation or Creation, but he will rarher 
appear to bs a Zod of fury and indignation;and 
in that -manner the Devils behold him, who 
rremble at his words, and if your hearts con- 
demn you , God is greater then'yonr hearts » 
but if your hearts condemne you nor, then will 
| you 
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you have boldneſs to approach before him thac 
Judgech Righteouſly, but whenſoever an; man 
{hall adhear to the voice of the Beaſt,falſe Pro- 
phet, or the Whore that firreth upon many 
waters to follow her alurements , with a deſire 
after the Garlick and Oynons of A gypr, after 
chey have taſted of the Milk and Honey of Ca- 
naas it is much to be feared that they will 
never have a defireto turn back againe into the 


Camp of Moſes and Joſhna , by reaſon of the 


tryalls difficulcies, neceſſities, ſtraights, wants, 

hardſhips,that the Lord will try & prove them 
withall in their Journey or way to Canaan ; 

therefore they had rather to enjoy the Garlick 
and Oynons of fin, then to wade through ſo 
many difficulties and hardſhips ro ger into 
Canaan ; this 1s a ſad Omen of the peircing , 
and alſo a giving conſent to the killing or ſlay- 

in2 of rhe Wirnefles', and herein is that im- 
poſſibility manifeſted of their not being reſtor- 
ed again to the waies of truth. by reaſon of their 
involving themſelves ſo deeply in fin and wick- 
edneſs knowingly, ſo that it ſeems an impoſii- 
bility of their ever defiring to become one 
with the Children of God in their ſutferings 3 
bur ſufferings ſeem roo hard for rhem to un- 
dergoe, they could willingly eat of the fruit of 
the Vineyard ,. but the drefſing of the Vine is 
too hard a labour for. them , yea they could 
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- finely imbrace the Crown, but they do not care 
for taking up the Croſs 3 they would joyfully 
rake the gain, 1f ſome other wouldrun the race 
for them ; anc all rhis fearfullneſs and fainc- 
heartednels , or {lu2githneſs ariſerh from che 
former dejecting of the cheif motives thar. 
ſhould (tir and *'awake them from their de- 
ſtruQive looſneſs called liberty, and theſe mo- 
tives beirg impriſoned or Captivated in our 
deceatfull hearts, by all the yatne apperations 
of rhe Babylomiſh Whore, or. Image . who ter- 
rifies the mind or will with a dreadfulneſs ' of 
the bicterneſs of ſuftering , and of informing 
them what joy there 1s in condeſcending Lo 
a oneneſs wich them, and ſo the mind being at 
laſt deceived, 1t taketh up its rett in rheſe dark 
tinures of fin, and voluptuouſneſs 3 for if 
There was a poſſibility of their being enlighrn2d 

, -or inſenced of the truth of their condition , 
'there would be a poiſbbility of rheir return into 
the fate of ſalvation 3 for ſo long as God is 
God in his manifeſtations, mercy cannot looſe 
 1tS rrue vertue , nor love irs balming quality » 
God cannot deny hiraſelf , but if the moriv-s 
are impriſoned ſo cleoſly, as that the mind be- 
come very ſenſible of their condition , then 
darkneſs grows more and more predo:ainate, 
and then their hearts are preſently ha: dnd,and 
ſo, they never ſo much as look back , bur per- 
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ſevere on to deſtruction, and this proceedeth. 


from a willfull or negligent pet:cing of mercy 


and juſtice at the fir(t. 

Thus having explained unto you wherein 
taeſe Wicnefles may be ſaid ro ſutte: by Zea- 
lots, or nottonall zeal; I ſhould proceed to 
{hew you wherein they may be ſaid to ſuffer 
by thofe that only walk in the rude principles 
of the Beaſt, and never ſo much as own Chriſts 
coming in the fleth , nor yer his power to be 
above the po wer or force of tome other ima- 
oined Prophet ; bur I ſnall wave the ſpeaking 
acainſt ſuch, it being (© cvident in all Chrifti- 
ans apprehenſion , that rhe thing they a& is 
altogether an abomina*le evil ; I ſhall rhere- 
fore rather ſeek to inſtruct orhers , and them 
alſm, then condemne them art a diltar.ce , un- 
leſs I was face to face before them, hoping that 
Ir is aneedleſs thing to ſpeak of thar in this 
land ; I ſhall therefore, havino ſhewed you 1n 
part what fin is, and the fruits tnereof , and 
how it may. be ſaid ro oppreſs truth and obedi- 
ence, proceed to ſhew you what Repentance 
1s, and the effe&s that it produceth, left any 
ſhould miſ-underſtand me in any cf my fore- 
mentioned worcs. Ws 

True Repentance in gene-all is an amend- 
ment of life, or the minds laying aiide, and ah- 
ftrating from its ſelf, all the externall and hu- 
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mane alurements, and applying it ſelf ſolely to 


the contemplation of the Divine and Omnipo- 
rent God, by aquitting and averting our mind 
from the multicudes of devices, and bybrine- 
ins it into the ſubſtantiall eſſence of moderari- 
on; for the more our minds are brought fo:th 
of rhe exceſs and extreames of deviſes into mo- 
dera 10n, the more Chriſtian-like ſhall we be, 


and the mote bright and glorious will be our 


Harmony , and we the more firmerin our uni- 
on with God ; thus I ſhall proceed to ſhew 
you the Way to this Repentance , that ſo you 
_y lay your foundation firme and unmove- 
adle. 

Firft, you muſt lay afide all envy, & ſeek a re- 


conciliation with your Enemie, before you can _ 


bring an acceptable ſacrifice before God 3 for 
he that bringeth envy, or hatred againſt his 
brother in his heart, what ſacrifice ſoever it be 
that he bringeth , will not be zcceptable ; as 
Chriſt explaineth in the fifth of Matthew, and 
the 23, 24. Therefore zf thos bring thy gift 
to the Alter, and there remembereſt that thy 
Brother hath ought againſt thee, leave there thy 
gift before the Alter, ani go thy way, anc firſt 
be reconciled tethy Brother, and then come and 
offer thy oift ; ſo that you ſee plainly , thar it 
1s in vaine to approach before the preſence of 
God , before you have made FD 
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. with your Brother3 for othergyaies how can the 
Word of {20d betrue that teacheth us to pray » 
or pertorme our duty when ie. come before 
the Alter , that is defiring God to be in union 
or love with us, as We ate with our Brethren; 
for-envy, is as contradictory an enemy to God, 
as can be , for what 1s more contradi&ory to 
love then envy , and God is love, and he that 
dwelleth moſt in love , dwellzth moſt in union 
with God ; threfore aſſure thy ſelf of this ſtone 
when ever you defire amendment of life oz 
true Repentance; not that I ſuppoſe a man can 
cauſe all hisenenies robe reconc:led unto him, 
for the Children of God are n:ver withcut 
enemies , but he may cauſe his mind not to bz 
at enmity with them , neither do I intend char 
any Child of c,od thould become one with the 
wicked in their wicked a&ions , bur nor to en- 
vy any ſervant , or to prove unjult co him , 
knowing that to his own Malter , he ſtanJerh 
or falleth , but to repay the moſt malicious of 
our Enemies love for their hatred, and mercy 
for their rigor 3 and herein wilt thou become? a 
Conqueror , when thy enemy muſt enforcedly 
yeald-timſelf overcome by thy love, for if thou 
findeſt thac it is impoſlible ro win him by in- 
ttrufions , then preſent unto him t1e terro: 
chat is like to fall apon him, thar ſo thou maitt 
leave him void of excuſe, and thou wilt per- 
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forme thy duty , not feating what man can do 
unto thee, for this is the greateſt fear that need 
to' poſleſs thy brain, to take heed that thon 
keep cloſe to God in his Commands, and ther 
you need not fear what all your enemies can 
do unto you, for whethet you.will or not, you 
muſt truſt Cod with your lives, and whether it. 
be more ſafe* to truſt him withit' in a good 
cauſe, or in denying him ,' judge ye why then 
(hould man fear appearing in the truth of God 
before any; if thou findeſt an aflurance of 
Goods love to thee, Iam ſure thou wilt findit 
to be of more worth and value then the preci- 
ouſelt Rubies of mens inventions, try thy 
heart,and.thou wilt find whether chou haſt enx 
rertained the {ubQantiall worthy , or tlie Cere- 
moniall ſhew, * 284 

2,' There 1s a ſecond ſtone that muſt be uſed 
in this work of Repentance, & thar is purity by 
caſting forth of the Vineyard all the unſeemly 
plants cf vice, and injuſtice, that do ſeek to 
make a ſpirituall marrerdome of the ſouls de- 
fiehrfull Ration of purity, and greives 1t by op- 
preſſing it, as a ſervant or ſlave, ſearce worthy 
of its being lefr a room or place ro abide there; 
thus this 1yrant doth perſevere 1n his exceſſive 
way or proceedings, till it diſcovereth it ſelf 
16 be an enemy to love and reaſon, as well as to 
purity; but then love interceedeth with Me 
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and they become one. powerfull ſupport for 
purity to fly unto, till ir hathexpiared its ene- 
my, 07 rather the ſouls enemyzand ſo the mind 
comes to a ſenlibleneſs of whar gueſts 1t harh 
entertained by the information of reaſon » and 
che mind is then greived that it hath offended 
the innocent anc pure God , and ſo it refuſed 
ro be any longer 1n the ſociety of theſe hainoug 
offences, or ſpirit of this world, but delights it 
ſelf in purity anf innocency, whereinit at tract- 
eth tot ſelf a power that purgech our of the 
ſoul, that former upid joyfullneſs , by its 1e- 
ducing us to that onr freedome , whereby we 
ſhall atrain to a certain peculiar Conqueſt or 


' Victory, far tranſcending an exterior or out- 


ward penitency or mortification of Vices 
which would have madea ſpiritual marterdonie 
of the righteous manifeſtations of. God in the 
ſoul, rherefore , whenever you expect to per- 
forme this part of rrue Repentance , be ſure to 
lay ts ſtone of purity firmly and cruly 1m your 
building, knowing that withour purity it is im- 
poſſible to ſee God , orto ea'n this Conqueſt 
over our Enemies, "which is only done by the 
ſword of the ſpirit, which is the word of God , 
6 Eph, x7. peircing to the deviding a ſunder 
of the marrow and bones. 

3. There 1s a third Rep unto repentance, 
and that is,by ſubmiſſion unto rhe will of God, 
in acknowledging of him to be the free diſ 1 
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ſer of what mercy ſoever we receive, and as 


oiven freely without our deſer:. conſidering 
rnat if he ſhouid deal with the bei of Men, Ac- 


co: ding ro the (trictnefle and 1eveiicy of his 


Juttice, we mult ackn>wledoe our ſelves ſo 
deeply indebted to him, as we are altogether 


anche of ſatisfying the Divine cury 3 chen the 


Soul ought to fly unto God and there co ſeek 
its refuge; where 1t findeth Faith to mount it 
ſelt pon theſe two wings, Love and Purity, to 
enquire for inercy to gec it lelf that halm of 
forgiveneſle,paying the Price of ſub; iſfion for 
It, in den; ing allits own ſtrengrh and righig- 
ouſneſs , and Its own ſufficientcy » and lay! | 


nold upon the All-ſufficiency of God- in ain | 


Chriſt hath undergone for ir, which faith hath 
ſuch an intire union with meccy , that ir inſen- 


ces the Soul of its perfe& cure, aſſn;ing it that 


all irs fins are wiped away in the ſuzerings of 


Chriſt, and bids ir confide in it, and ſo long as 


it keeps it ſelf mounted upon rhoſe rwo wings | 


Love and purity,Faich promiies it thar ic (hall 


no: want that ſpiritual ,Oynrment; and theſe 
are the efteQs of a Chrittians laying hold upon 


Chriſt, in ſubmicting himſelf unto che will of 
God, and then the (oul retireth it ſelfback with 
mercy!, and cloatheth ir ſelf with praiſe and 
rhank(giving, reſting it Telf with patience 1n 
the center of conrents in which it 1s more then 
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a Conquerour, yea it ſeeth the Conqueſt that 
It hath gained over fin, by laying nold upon 
Chriſt, beholding its immortal anc everlatting 
fame : even as the Ap«ſile Par intiances in 
that 15. chaprer ot the x of Cor:mth., and the 
54+ 55. foi this corruptible muſt put 83: mncor- 
ruption and this mortal muſt put on 1mmortal- 
lity, ſo when this corruptible ſtall have put on 


 pxcorrnption, and this mortal (all have put on 


umortality, then (ial! be brought to paſſe the 
ſaying that is written, Death is \malloweu up ins 
viftory, Then rre ioul c nes, to 68 the 
Song of praiſes to his God, ard to Cry, O cath 
where u thy ſting, O grave where 75 thy vitto- 
# C8Þ 

But let nor any miſtake me herein, ard think 
that I ſpeak of Greing, as the Heath+D ling up- 
on infiruments ot Mufick, making mel dy ro 
the ear, and not totke Lord, as tte F:ophet 
Amos inſtances, inthe 6 ct his P: 04 i Fe and 
the 5, & 6. verſes, that chart to the (ound of 


the Vil, and invent to themſelves '1ſtrnments 


of muſick, like David 3 {7 Par dr :nx tine 1n 
Bowlt, and annoint themſelves with the chief 
Oy: tments: but they are not prieved jor the 
aſliftions of Joſeph . By Joſeph 1s hear 11 eant 
the innocent Lambs of C hriſt, as is cxprefly 
mentioned in the 5. chapter and the 6. verſe , 


| Seek ye the Lord ard ye ſhall live, leſt he break 
| forth 


—_— 
forth like a fire in the houſe of Joſeph, and de- 
vonr it. and there be none to quench it in Bethel, 
The Lord doth here own 7ſrae! by the name of 


Joſeph, though they were ftray'd away from 


him, or from the innocency of Joſeph, yet by 


reaſon of their former engagements and truſt- 


Is in him, he here calls chem the houſe of ]o- 
ferh, even as he did in the time of Jerewrah, 


call them his people + ſa; ing in the twelfth of 


Jeremiah , 16. If they will diligently learn 
the ways of my veople ts ſwear by my name , 
the Lord liveth , as they taught my people to 
ſwear by Baal , then ſhall they be built 1n the 
midſt of my people, and as you have it more 
plainly in the firſt Chapter of Eſay and the 
third, But 7ſrael doth not know my peoxle 
doth nor conſider, ſo that as I ſaid before, the 
Lord doth call the people of his love, the 
Houſe of Joſeph, or rthdſe that a& Juſtice, as 
you have it in the 12 verſe of this fifth of 
Amos, That it was for the affl :F10ns of the 
J»ſt , that the Lord did pronounce the woe of 
Captivity againſt them (ayes tne Prophet , 
there they aſfiitt the juſt, they take abribe,, 
and they turn aſt'e tbe poor 1n the gate fron: 
their 116i t; therefore the prudent (ſhall keep [i- 
lence tn tat time, for it is an ev1l time. 
Ob;efF. Bur ſome one may aske me why 
ſhould the prudent hezp filence in the _ 
"4 day 
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day or time , ſurely they cught to ſpeak in ar. 
evil time, and to bear telizmony againſt the 
wickedneſs of the wicked, more eſpecially in 
that time. WE 

 Anſw, Tt may be concluded that the pru- 
dent may keep lilence upon ſeverall occations 
in the evil time ; as. for inſtance, the prudent 
may be ſaid ro keep filence when perſecurion 
doth grow ſo predominant, that they are per- 
ſecured from one Ciry to another , and from 
one. place to another , the wickedneſs of rhe 
wicked b2ing ſo deeply fruck at,or manifelted, 
that they will nor hear of reproof, bur che 
truths of the Lord are a burthen unto them , 
as 1 was 1n the time of this Propheſie of 
Amos , bur tt ree verſes before his ſaying thac 
the P:iudent ſhall keep filence, that they hate 
im char rebuketh in che gate, and they ab- 
hor him chat ſpeaketh uprightly 3 ard the Pro- 
pher Jeremiah hatn the like expteiſion in the 
fxch Chapter c# his Prophelie , and che 10. 
Behol1rhe word of the Lor ts unto them a re- 
proach, andthey have no delight in it ; when 
the word of tne Lord becoines a Reproach 
unto a people , and they hare the rebuke of 
rae uprighc, then the word of the Lord 18 un- 
ro them, as Pearls calt before Swine , who 
will nor only turn ic into the mire , but will 
be ready alſo ro rear them in peices that have 
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the overſight of them , if they will give them 
That , and no orner for food ; even 1o the 
wicked will bz1n:aged with the upright, when 
they have no Viiion tioim the Lord for them 


bur repro-t, and chey will perſecute them tor 


ic, if they will not Prophztie unto them 


pleaſing Vi6ons, and act thoſe things that | 


{hall cunterr :hem, then they thall be driven 
into the Wilde:'neſs a:d Deſerts from the 
face of mer. as you mav read in the 19. Chap- 
ter -of the * {t book of Kings, concerning 
Jeſebels periccuting Elzah , when the Lord 
met him, and asked him whar he did chere, as 
in the tenrh verſe; And he ſaid, I have been 


very jealous for the Lord of Hoſts; for the 


Children of Iſrar! have for(aken thy Cove- 
naut. thrown down thine Alters , and ſlain th y 
Prophets with the (word, and I only am left , 
and they ſeck my life to take it away 3 (o that 
whenever you ſee that the a@tians of any one 
will not abide the reproof of the Righteous , 
bur rhar rhey are periecuted and afflicted, .and 


cormented, ſo that they muſt looſe their lives, | 
or elſe become one with the wicked in their 


pradtiſes, or ar the beſt fly away; this is a time 
wherein the prudent may be ſaid to keep h1- 
lent. 
2. The prudent may be ſaid to xeep filence 
in the evil time, when wickedneſs doth go 
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co ſuch a height in denying the Lord, as God 
doth refuſe to hear the prayers of rhe Righte- 
ous for them, bur that they will (till verfilt on 
in theirzevil courſe , by hardening their hearts 
more and more againſt the diſcoveries of God 


wilfully, as I may ſo ſay, and © act againſt 


knowleds; as the Propner jer:1149 inftances 
in the 18 Chaprer of his Prophehie , and the 
12. Azd they ſail there 1s no hope , but we 
will walk, after our own devi(es , and we will 
every one do the 1marinations of his evil heart; 
when a people come ro that. obſtinancy of ſpi- 
Tit, as to deny the Propheſies vt the Prophets 
wilfully , rhen the juſtice of God 1s predomi- 
nant ove' mercy, and ſo determins a jude- 
ment up%61 them , and che Lord will not hear 
any prayers for them, whilſt they abide in that 
Ration, as 's expreſly recorded in the 15 Chap- 
ter of Jeremrah , and the firſt, the ſaid the 
Lord unto me , though Moſes and Samuel ſtod 
before me, yet my m14d could not be toward this 
people ; calt them forth of my ſight , an{ let 
them goe fourth ; this 1satime wherein the 
prudent may be ſaid to keep filence , as in re- 
ſpe& of therr obedience unto the determined 
will and mind of God, though a ri'me of greif 
unto them to ſee rhe Judgments of God com* 


1ng upon the world. 
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. .3- The prudent may be ſaid to keep filence 
in che evil time, upon a third account , and 
chat 1s to keep filent from ating in union with 
the wicked inany of their wicked enterpriſes, 
and this is tae thing that I ſuppoſe this Pro- 
pher Amos doth ſpeak of , for he ſpeaketh of 
rhe evil 'a&tions of the multitude , how that 
they 014 uſurpe over the poor, and deptive 
chem of their rights, which was an evil thing , 
which evil thing cauſed the time to he evil , 
therefore ſayes the Prophet, the Prudext ſhall 


keep filent inthat time ; that is, that the Pru- 


dent ſhall keep filent from a&ing any ſuch 
evil thing . that may cauſe the tim? tobe an 
evil time, though it may enrage their enemies 
wich ſuch an 1mbitcerwent of ſpi:ir, that they 
may perſecute them to the dearhyfor their nor 
running into the ſame exceſs of riot , as they 
do then think it Rrange, as the Apollle ſayes , 


that ye run not along with them in their 


fiream or cor.rſe,for it 1s contrary to the mind, 
life,or joy of the innocent Lambs of Chrif*,t5 
Joi ne in unity or oneneſs with the multicudes, 
who rnn on ovly in the varioys lufts and de- 
fires £f the old Jeruſalem,from whence ſprings 
forth little , . fave names and notions to 
Eloak over and to -hide the Serpent from ap- 
pearing in his own frame , likeneſs , or hue > 
which nare or notion. each one that w RPEry 
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Ecuted the Prophets and people of God 
have Cloathed themſelves withall , mounting 
themſelves, and exaſperating their minds into 
the outward Celebrations,. there. to atra& 
to themſelves all the impoveriſhing ſtreams 
of defiruction ; this cauſerh the evil time, and 
the prudent fhall keep ſilence , as in mat- 
cer of aCting in unity, or oneneſs with them in 
thar thing that cauſerh the time to be evil ; 


| for God made time good, and man juſt, but 


man hath made time evil in a&ing thoſe rhings 


that are unjuſt , and not as many think , that 


ſomrimes are worſe then others, as in reſpe& 
of Gods eleQtng or pointing it ſo to be , and 
indeed there is many miſtake the deſcriptions 
of the Heathen upon this account, 1n thinking 
that their manifeſtations do drive at ſuch a 
ching, bur they are far miſtaken in their con- 
clufiors in that narure, for indeed all that I 
could ever diſcover by any of their writings , 
rhough by the moſt abſolureſt rhat way bent , 
that they own no more then this , that ſome 
one ſupream: hath ſer forth ſeveral things to' 
informe men in naturall things, as to fignifie' 
unto them , what according to naturall cauſes: 
may be the occafion of the time being eryil or 
ood , as they inſtance the Waters obeying: 
che motion of the Moon, or one obſerving the 
other , that they hold there 1s one ſupreme 
G Governor 
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Governor that can alter chem at his. pleaſure, 
& in this they very much diſagree in what this 
ſupream is 3 but I ſpeak not this to verifie any 
Heathemiſh a&ion , bur rather ro informe 
Chriftians of ,not miſtaking what they write 3 
bur the 12noravce of men is apt to condemn 
them in what chey never allow ; for whar 
greater en2my bath knowledg then ienorance, 
for which thing I defired to give ſome of their 
books, the peruſuall leſt 1 might con- 
demn their ations, and nor know what they 
were, as I ſuppoſe many others Þave done , I 
not feaaing bur I had that ſuprea re cuide a- 
longwith my intention in the thing , that | 
did not fear any principle in their writings or 
diſcoveries that could any wayes ſeduce my 
mind from relying on Chriſt Jeſus , and teek- 
ing him in truth and Righteouſneſs , 1n love 
and purity , waiting with patience untill my 
change come: in . which, defared and longed 
for Haven, will be my true contenc and peace; 
for whilt man liverh in this his frail houſe , 
or Fabrick , there will nor be rhat full and 
perfect enjoyment of true content, 1n its full 
perfection , but there will be afflictions , di- 
| ftrefle, neceſſities, aud perſecutions artending 
us as neceſſary gueſts to informe man of nis 
own weakneſs and failines, and in which as 
ſome aſhrme, that if there be not as firm a 
Content 
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content in theſe aflitions as in the time of 
their proſperity, that man doth commir fin , 
and is a murmerer 3 but I know not how they 


Jobe, and ſeveral others of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles ; I muſt confeſs 1t was my own opi- 
nion not long ſince , but I did nor conſider 
then thac the afflictor was fironger then the 
afiited 3 bur fince I aw it is the Lords plea- 
ſure many times to brirg down the high 
thoughts of men, by affiicting them inſuch a 
nature , that they may come to diſcover their 
own weakneſs , and the Lords ſtrength ; and 
fo I conceive 1t 1s the true mean'ng and in- 
cent of the Apoſil:s , where they come te 
ſpeak of the nature of conrenc;that a *eleiving 
ſoul had rather to have all rhe aMiRions of 
men ivfl:&ed upon it , then looſe the love of 
Chriſt, or offend God, willfully ; but he 
doth not ſay that all thoſe afMli&tons ſhall nor 
rerrifie the ſoul, for no aſflift:0» ſeems joyous 
for the preſent, but grervous , yet nevertheleſs 
afterward it yeildeth the peaceable fruit of 


Righteouſneſs, Heb. 12. 11. that as it is ſaid 
of Moſes. Heb. 11. 25. T hat he choſe rather 
to (uffer aſſt ons with the Children of God , 
then to er jo) pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon ; the 
like you have exprefled of the Church and 
people of God inthe 44 Pſalme , where ſhe _ 
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complaines of the burthen of her afflitions , 
and that ſhe rather chuſes to ſuffer them, then 
ro depart from the truths of God by her 
known before hex, perſecutions; as you may 
read the deſcription of both in the beginning 
of thar Pſalme, as in the x verſe, and ſoon ro 
the 9. She praiſes the Lord for her former 
metrcyes , and from rhe 9. to rhe 17. She is a 
bewailing her concition,@ afterward ſhe utter- 
eth her integrity, as in the x7 verſe, All this is 
core upon Ls, yet have we not forgotten 
there , neither have we dealt falf{ly in thy Co- 
venant, our heart 1s not turned back , neither 
have our fteps declined from thy way 3 ſo 
that as I ſaid before, ſhe rather choſe to ſuffer 
What ?Mictions ſoever God ſhouls be pleaſed 
to 1ufiict upon her, then to depart from the 
way of God yet; ſhe ts nor content with 
her affliction neither , bur if ſhe muſt either 
have affliction, or elſe deny God, or deparc 
from his ways , ſhe will chuſe affliction, as in 
the 23, 24, 25. verſes of this Pſalme, ſhe 
thinks God had forgotten her afflictions , 
Awake, why ſleepeſtthon O Lor1, ariſe caſt 
us not off for ever ; wherefore hideſt thou thy 
face, and forgeteſt our affiicton , and our op- 
preſſion, our (oul 15 bowed aown tothe duſt, our 
belly cleaveth unto the earth,T he Church cries \ 
ont ſhe us oppreſſed and aſſlified, her ſoul is 
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bowed down with the weight of her oppreſſion . 
It is a rare thing for us to preſcribe a content 
in all chings, or afflictions when we are at eaſe; 
bur let me hear of any of the P:ophets thac 


have not complained of the weight of their 


burthen in the time of their extremity, and 
yet not accounted a fin neither, let us not 
bind heavier bucthens upon our brethen, then 
we our ſelves are able to bear , neither ler us 
become murmerers when God appears mani- 
feltly to work miraculoufly for us, but there is 
a time of Gods hiding his face, as it were 
from anſwering his people in their extremity 
to try them, and this makes David and Jobe 
cry out often of Gods hiding his face from 
them » as 1s inſtanced in ſeverall places of the 
Pſalme , and alſo in the book of Jobe 3 the 
which I ſhall not ſtand to mention here , bur 
I ſuppoſe , had the higheſt profeſlor 1n our 
time as Much occafinn as is expreſled of Jobe, 
I ſuppoſe he would better aſſure me of rhe 
nature of content , it is in the 19 Chapter of 
Jobe , almoſt quite through the Chapter ; 1 
ſhall deſire each one to ſeriouſly confider 1n 
reading it , and queſiion their own hearts , 
whether they think they could he content in 
ſuch a tate, and not murmer or repine at 1t 
yet Jobe rather choſe ir then fin, or to deny 
God ; but ir made him cry out there 1s no 
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judement , and yet a man may beat a heavi- 
er burthen then a Child , bur ler not any man 
rake this for granted, that it is 900d to mur- 
mer or reproach at Gods dealing with him by 
afii&tions , bur ler all men ſtrive to bear the 
hand of . od with as much content as poſſible 
they can3 for I do not adviſe any to murmer, 
but I lay it down as a uſe of Conſolation and 
comfort, fot thoſe that are any wayes afflicted 
ot 1n diſpaire ar the hand of God upom them , 
ler ſuch not fear bur the time of refreſhment 


wi:l come, and God will gloriouſly unvalle , 


himſelf unto them again , and ſhew them the 
god things that are laid up for them in Hea- 
venly manlions, where thy eneivies cannot 
reach thee , nor the heat of the Sun ſcorch 
thee , nor any of rhe luminary power of the 
world torment rhee, bur thy delighrfull Sheep- 
heard wi'l be thy Husband ana guide , there 
where none of the ſeconaary agents can enrage 
or affli&t rhe, but you will be unanimouſly 
enflamed with divine love , cloathed with 
prailes, thankſgivino, and clory, feeding upon 
rhe true jo”, there will neither be hunger 
nor rhirft, night nor day, no variouſneſs, but 
all union, no conrrariety, but one perfect bar- 
mony and oneneſs , no want , buta compleat 
fulneſs and perfeRion ; ler this be thy en- 
couragement to hold out unto the end, & ro 

account 
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count that affliAion, bur light in reſpe& of 
chat joy that 1s to be reveaied and given unto 
rhee, know this , thou art not perſecuted as 
b=ing a membzr of the world , bur as being a 
member of truth, of uniry, of love, of purity, 
of meeknets, of patience, of righteouſneſs, of 
holineſs in full of Chriſt and God, and the 
reaſon of thy perſecution doth ariſe from the 
enmity of that inbittered enemy of all man- 
kind,becauſe thru walkeſt above his rule or do- 
min1ion, or tae luſtfull devices and delights of . 
this world; andir is expedtent that you thould 
paſs under the Croſs, to inherit the Crown , 
and by ſo much more as thou art made uſe of 
to take up the Croſs, by ſo much the more 
rhou muſt aflure thy ſelf of the certainty of 
the Crown 3 for as thou art made the greater 


ſuflerer, ſo thou comeſt to follow Chriſt the 


more exactly ; fear not therefore the threat- 
ing ſcourge of perſecation, but fea: leaſt chou 
enter into oneneſs in action with the perſecu- 
cor, keepaz far from his Paths as thou cant , 
though perſecutions and afflictions come n2- 
ver ſo ne=r thee , yet thou wile find them vut 
light in reſpe& of thy furure joy ; ballance 
one with the other, and afi:tions will ſeem 
very light what chough they mock and ſcofte at 
thee, as they have done to all chy forerunner, 
Heb. 11. 36, Or what if they ſhould bring 
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falſe Witneſſes againſt thee , as they have doye 
in former time , Plalme the 35. and the 1x. 
Falſe Witneſes did riſe up againſt me, and laid 
to my charge things that 1 knew net, and as 
Chriſt ſays , they hated me without a cauſe : 
nay what 1f God ſhould permit thine enemie 
to rake away all thy outward ſupplys , as he 
did Jobe, Jobe the fiſt, thy Afles , thy Sheep, 
thy Camels, thy Sons, and thy Daughters, thy 
Body , and thy Life alſo , all theſe are bur 
lighr afflictions in compariſon of that reward 
that is laid up for us in Chriſt Jeſus,if truly ex- 
perienced 3 1t 15 that that will ſurmount thy 
afte&Rions far beyond the l»ſs of theſe, yer 
theſe way be great tryalls and afflictions , ne- 
vertheleſs you mult expe 1f you ever enter 
into the ſchoel cf Chriſt , or the unity of the 
Saint and Servants of God, to encounter with 
the ſame Enennes as they did, which will not 
want envy to afſaulr thee, and attempr thy 
overthrow, or to make thy burthen heavy, for 
there , as the Propher 7/a:ah makes mention 
in his time, that they make a man an offender 
for a word, any ſlight occaſion will be a great 
pretended gulr , whether it be true or nor, 
It matters not 3 away with him as the Jews 
ſaid to Pilate concerning C hriſt;Crucifie him, 
Crucifie him) it is no matter whether he hath 
oflended God or not , he hath offended us, is 
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not that ſufficient to take him away, to be tor- 
tered as to priſon,to the dungion,to the death, 
nay to Hell, if it were poflible for them to 
ſend you thither, bur that thou needſt nor fear 
their power reacheth not ſo far, and all this 
will they do unto thee for the name of Chriſt, 
becauſe thy ations are a torment unto them 
in that they are more juſt then theirs, even as 
is manifeſt in that 11. chapter of the Revelari- 
en and the 10, Ard they that dwell upon tbe 
Earth ſhall rejoyce over them, and make merry, 
aud (hall ſend gifts onato auother, becauſe theſe 
two Prophets tormented them that dwelt upon 
the Earth. When they had flan theſe two 
Prophets , then they thought they were at 
eaſe : when Juſtice and Mercy is ſlain, then 
Injuſtice , Hatred, Envy, Deceit, Drunken- 
nefle and Idolatry may reign in peace, but 
whileft theſe are living they are tormented 
by them, for truth is as great a torment to un- 
righteouſneſle, as voluptuouſneſs is to mode- 
ration: therefore let meentreat thee to look 
to thy more worthy Jewel, even thy ſonl,thar 
it be not trodden in the mire by the ſeducing 
allurements of this world ; rather venter that 
that muſt dy, then that that may and would 
live, feed and nouriſh it, by a&ing truth in 0- 
bedience to the loyely ' commands of Chriſt, 
and de not perſecute and impriſon ut by "7 
© 
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ofchy anjuRt a&ions,for what gain ſoever thou 
mayeft att-1bute to thy ſelf in that way, will 
prove but thy grearer loſs. O ſell.not th 
Birth-right for aimoriel of bread, nor thy blei- 
{ing for ſeeking out rhe more fancyzd Venſon 
of the imaginary fallitizs, an1 deviſed fabricks 
of this life, but lay up for your ' ſelves a more 
plain and ſure foun:lation, where neither moth 
or raft can polute, by making your addreſs in 
all chings unto the Lord. 

Bur ſome one may obje&t,what muſt we re- 
fuſe and renounce all the 9leaſuces of this life: 
and all the praiſe and applauſe of men, may we 
n2t emvrace and ke2>both, and delight our 
ſelves in both ? 

I anſwer, that every thing at firſt was crea- 
ted for mans uſe,and man to praiſe God. Now 
whillt man remained in his Ration of obedi- 
ence, he ſaw & b:held every thing in its place 
and degree, and there he enjoyed all rhe plea- 
Tuces of the Creation, by walking with God in 
unity, but when man left thac ſtacion and fell 
from the commanJ1, he there made a ſeparat1- 
on by eating of rhe fruic of that tree that cau- 
ſed ſhame : ſo that now he muſt chrougeh 
m2rcy lay ho!d upon the tree of life again, and 
en9a92 to at of nothin? elſe but rhe fruic of 
life, or elſe there will not b2 admitrance gran- 
red him ro come again tnro Eder 3 for no 
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man is ſuffered to abide there, that reacherh 
after that tree of knowledge of good and eyil, 
neither is any one deprived from entring there- 
in, that hatch refuſed ro eat of that tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, but though they 
ſtand both in one garden, yer ate they nor 
both food for one man, but whoſoever eateth 
of the fcuir of one, muſt refuſe the orher, for 
Vice and Vertue cannot both bear rule roga- 
ther, it is two ſeveral hearbs that they feed of, 
though both may grow in one field,yer there is 
a continual war betw-en theſe 2-agents, & to 
which ſoever of them a man leaneth his mind 
or deſire, to that he giveth the victory, ſo that 
you muſt caſt down either Vice or Vertue, ei- 
ther ſin or righteouſneſs, either forgiveneſs or 
revenge, either Idolatry or the true Worſhip, 
either the worſhipping of Saints, Angels, Al- 
tars, Images, or in brief any outward, exterio: 
oc imaginary thing whatſoever, or elſe the true 
Worſhip of the everliving God, For. God is 
a Spirit, and he that will worſhip him muſt 
worſhip him in [pirit and in truth, John 4. 24. 
For ſuch worſhip the Father of Spirits ſeeketh. 
from his beloved 3 and herein will thy Vine 
orow up in the pleaſant Paradice of content, 
bearing the delightful grapes of purity.equity, 
love, righteouſnes and crue holineſs, the which 
will enable thee to fortifie to thy ſelf thar re- 
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fidence, which all thy enemies cannot over- - 


throw nor overturn, but thy delight will be 
Im the Law of the Lord thy God, and nor in 
the deſtructive looſe begoerly ruinativg prin- 
Ciples of worldlings, bur you will partake of 
the life of the Farher by your union wich the 
Sonne , and he will feed you as his Sheep, and 
will himſelf become your Shepheard , who 
will lead you to the pleaſanc and fill Wa- 
ters , nouriſhing your Souls in the green Pa- 
ſrures of delight, and he will defend you 
from the paw of the Lyon & the power of the 
Wolf, yea though thou walkeſt through the 
Valley of death, yet needeſt thou not fear any 
evil, as the Propher Iſaiah initances inthe 
43 Chapter of his 'Prophecy, and the ſecond 
verſe, When thou paſſef® through the Wa- 
ters TI will be with thee , and thorough the 
Rivers» they ſhall net overflow thee , when 
thou walkeſt thorough the fire, thou ſhalt net 
be burnt , neither ſhall the flame kindle 
upon thee, for Iam the Lord thy God, this 
is rhe reaſon that none of tteſe rampant ene- 
mies ſhall Conquer thee , becauſe the Lord is 
thy God and Savior, it is be that defends thee 
and not man, for man cannot ſecuree thy ſoul 
from torment , his weapons are but to ſtate 
himſelf hie and great in this world by ergy: 
an 
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and hatred in deſtroying his brother for eating 
che farced Chalf , when it is his Fathers plea« 
ſure ro kill it, this 1s the confuſion that pro- 
ceeds from the building of Babel, they know 
nor what one another ſay , and ſo they fall to 


{mire one another , being blinded with igno- 


rance , even as the Sodomites did when rhe 


Angel of the Lord had ſmicten them, they 


weary themſelves in ſeeking what their envy 
defices, as you may read Gez. 19. I1. 

Bur do thou beware of uſing any envy or ha- 
rr2d againſt any man , or any morall ſword to 
offend or deſtroy thy Brother , knowing 
rhat the life of one innocent perſon , 1s 
of more value before God , then all thy 
rich artainments of this world , come forth 
from the dedeſiruftive inormities , and 
walk in perfe& love with all; yea /ovethy 
enemies , bleſs them that curſe you , and pray 
for them that deſpitefully uſe you ; ſo thall 
you approve your ſelves to be the Deciples. of 
Chriſt ; yea cloath your ſelves with love and 
eruth, freely pardoning others offences, even 
as Chriſt forgave you » he chat 1s truly fixed 
in this ſtation, will injoy a Heaven upon earth, 
not bur that thou maiſt expect perſecutions 
and aflitions from men , 1, and it may be a 
ſeeming dejeRion from God alſo ; for if God 
dothintend to make uſe of thee to manifeſt his 
Fraule 


(94) | 
praiſe and glory , ir may be he will cake thy 


mind off from all worldly pleaſures , from 
rhoſe things wherein thou cheitfly delighteſt , 
that ſo he may draw thy mind wholly unto 
himſelf, by involving thee deeply in afflictions, 
ro cauſe thy ſoul to lay faſt hold upon him , 
and to fit thee for theſe things that he hath 
appointed for thee ro do; for if the journey 
be great, ſuch muſt be the proviſion for 1t , 1f 
che weather be ſtormy and unconſtant , the 
oreater muſt thy care be to throughly Cloath 
thy ſelf, if enemies be in the way, the ſtronger 
muſt you forrifie your ſelf ro prevent them in 
rheir attemptins your overthrow3 theſe things 
God foreſeeth beforehand, therefore he fiterh 
each of his Servants for their joarney , that 
they ſhall be ſent on or imployed 1n to deli- 
ver the ſelf ſame meſſage that he hath in- 
rended for thoſe, to whom they are ſent ; 
therefore keep cloſe to the truth, and though 
God do as it were vaile himſelf over fora time 
yet do put conſider that he may do what he 
pleaſe with thee, and that whatever he doth 
do unto thee, is but in love to thy ſoul, whe- 
cher it be tryals by men, or his hiding himſelf 
from thy diſce:ning of - whar he is doing , in 
rerrifying thy inward man, for a Seaſon he 
knoweth hef whar be hath ro do with thee, 
ler this only be thy care to prattiſe Righre- 
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ouſneſs, & love in purity,by corre&ions, ad- 
monitions;to all thoſe rhar chou ſeeſt err,mild 
ly intrearing them to return, but if they refuſe 
co hear thee there , then rebuke them more 
ſharply as Pas! ſays,leſt thy love be not mani- 
feſted,for herein 1s love to ſeek the welfare of 


che ſoul , and not to feed the eare with plea- 


ſing fanctes , when error remains within them 
undiſcovered, and then if thou performe theſe 
things. , . though all aſperſions that may be in- 
vented be thrown and daſhed againſt thee, as 
if thou wear a due deſerver of them, yer 
knowing thy mind clear from deſervingany 
ſuch dier , but nor freed from receiving and 
bearing the ſame burthen (1n qualiry) char 
Chriſt our forerunnez hath done ; thou maiſt 
 afture thy ſelf, that che more eminencly thou 
art made liable to the Croſs, the more certaia 
wilt thou be of the Crown , this will cauſe 
thee ro bleſs, and not curſe, bur to rejoyce 
with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, and to 
ſay with Panl, [ have fought a good fight, 1 
have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith, 
from henceforth us laid up for me a Crowz of 


Glory. 
T. W. 
FINIS. 
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